ONCE MORE UNTO THE BREACH:
DEFENDING FORT YORK IN THE 20TH CENTURY

The materials below are presented on behalf of the Friends of Fort York and Garrison Common to
stimulate informed discussion at a time when the integrity of Fort York, a national historic site, is
threatened yet again.

On five previous occasions in this century serious attempts have been made to diminish the fort. In
1903 the southeast bastion and east rampart were removed to make way for a pork-packing plant;
in 1905-09 a streetcar line was proposed to be built through the centre of the site; in 1958 the
Gardiner Expressway was projected to cut across a corner; in 1958-59 moving the entirg fort
nearer the lakeshore was widely advocated; and in the 1970s an extension to Front Street cutting
across the Common just west of the fort was almost approved. In the selected readings that follow,
which are taken mostly from newspapers, these assaults are reported against a background of
neglect and shortsightedness.

Since 1903 the City of Toronto has had effective ownership and control over Fort York, although
the formalities to transfer the property along with 142 acres of the present CNE Grounds were not
completed until 1909. The Government of Canada granted the lands on condition that the site of the
Fort would be restored as far as possible to its original condition as shown on a plan of 1816 and
maintained that way forever, failing which the grant would become null and void, allowing the
Government of Canada to re-enter upon all or any of the lands. It was clearly understood at both
levels of government that the lands were being acquired for park purposes (The Globe, Oct. 23 and
26, 1903).

Yet within two weeks of taking control City Council consented to the removal of the fort's
southeast bastion and eastern rampart at Bathurst Street to facilitate expansion by a neighbouring
abattoir (The Globe, Oct. 4, 1905). Within two years Council had put its entire support behind a
scheme to run a streetcar line through the centre of the fort from Bathurst to the CNE Grounds
(1907-08 readings passim.). The latter project was abandoned only after the city's voters turned it
down by a wide margin in a referendum and the Dominion Government made it clear that building
a tram line was contrary to the agreement. Credit for defending Fort York during this period
belongs to the Ontario Historical Society and to an ad hoc group called the Old Fort Protective
Association.

While the 1909 grant required the municipality to restore the fort it set no deadline. Hence, the City
took its time--nearly twenty-five years--before making a start on renovations in 1932 in anticipation
of Toronto's centenary celebrations two years later. Meanwhile, some people even forgot that the
fort was municipally-owned. On Jan. 20, 1926 The Star asserted, "The Old Fort at Toronto is the
property of the dominion government." The Globe (Apr. 17, 1930) treated the ownership as news:
"Proceedings in the House of Commons . . . have revealed the little-known fact that Toronto's Old
Fort is in the City's keeping." This and most other reports of the time mentioned the neglect and
decay that were evident on the site.

In these circumstances it is no wonder the Bathurst Street bridge, which was rebuilt and realigned
in 1930, was allowed to shut off vehicular access to and from the fort at the east end. While the
mistake was recognized immediately (The Star, Oct. 18, 1930) and the difficulty of entering the
site has been deplored ever since, no attempts to reverse the error or to substantially improve
access to the fort from the east have been made in the intervening sixty-four years.

In 1948, when Fort Henry was attracting about 100,000 visitors a year and Fort York only about
4000 persons, poor access certainly was partly to blame (The Telegram, Oct. 16, 1948). But
another problem was that Fort York was becoming ruinous once more (The Telegram, Jun. 12,



1951). Repairs were made starting in 1952 under the supervision of the newly-formed Civic
Historical Committee and visitation had climbed to 20,000 visitors a year by 1958 when the fort
faced yet another threat.

That year the designers of Metro's Frederick G. Gardiner Expressway proposed to have the road
cross a corner of the fort, and to place one of the supporting piers within its ramparts. The Globe
& Mail was loud in objecting (Feb. 25, 1958; Mar. 10, 1958) but the most valuable champion
turned out to be the Legislature's standing committee on Municipal Law. After hearing from
various individuals and historical societies it quashed a bill that would have permitted the City to
transfer the necessary land to Metro. The engineers were expected to find an acceptable way to
'bend’ the road at some increase in the project cost. "The MPPs have shown wisdom where the
City and Metro failed," declared The Telegram on May 25, 1958. a

What happened next probably surprised most observers. In June a suggestion was floated that Fort
York be moved away from the railways, brewery and cement works surrounding it to a site in
Coronation Park nearer the lakeshore (The Globe & Mail, Jun. 3, 1958). Metro chairman Gardiner
took up the idea with enthusiasm and urged it on the Committee of Associated Historical Societies
that had been formed during the expressway controversy (The Toronto Daily Star, Jun. 19, 1958).
Bending the road was said to cost $2 million; moving the fort just $1 million. But if the Committee
was not persuaded by the chairman's honeyed words, Toronto's newspapers were. All three came

out in strong support of the proposal (e.g. The Telegram, Jul. 4, 1958; The Globe & Mail, Sept.
22, 1958).

Then in November Gardiner announced, uncharacteristically, that he was giving up the idea of
shifting the fort in the face of strong objections from the historical societies, especially the Toronto
Historical Board, and their threats to take the fight to the federal government (The Toronto Daily
Star, Nov. 22, 1958). Gardiner's retreat may have been just a tactical one, however, to allow
Mayor Nathan Phillips and Premier Leslie Frost to occupy the field, which they did shortly after
Christmas when Frost announced the Province would share half the cost of moving the fort (The
Toronto Daily Star, Jan. 9, 1959). Premier Frost, much respected for his well-known interest in
history, put forward a curious rationale for resiting the fort: ". . . moving Fort York would not be
an act of desecration but the reverse, since it has already been desecrated by faulty planning which
permitted it to become all but lost from public view." (The Globe & Mail, Jan. 10, 1959). Could
two wrongs really make a right?

Meanwhile, the case for not moving the fort had been put with great skill by Prof. J.M.S. Careless
(The Globe & Mail, Dec. 10, 1958) and Pierre Berton (The Toronto Daily Star, Jan. 6, 1959). It
was not their arguments, however, that brought about a remarkable reversal in the Star's editorial
position that was announced on Jan. 17, 1959. As the campaign to move the fort for reasons of
cost and safety collapsed, The Star suspected the underlying motivation for moving was to open up
the site for private development. "We do not know whether this speculation is true," it cautioned,

"But we are quite sure that the public would not sanction the i mvasmn of our most important
historic site, the cradle of Toronto, for the purpose of private gain." Prophetic words. Two weeks
later the whole issue was at an end, and Metro's expressway was destined to curve in slight
deference to Toronto's history (The Toronto Daily Star, Jan. 31, 1959).

Again in 1972, history seemed to be repeating itself when City Council accepted in principle an
extension to Front Street that cut through the Garrison Common, separating Fort York from the
military cemetery (The Globe & Mail, Mar. 7, 1972). Only in the last decade has this idea in some
form or other been abandoned.

In 1994 the issue may not be one of trespass upon the fort or the lands transferred to the City in the
1909 (although this deserves to be investigated), but the spirit of the agreement. Also, it must be
asked: does it make sense for the City, which spends approximately $2 million annually to run Fort



York, to handicap itself in discharging this perpetual trust? Today Fort York attracts only about
40,000 visitors a year. In effect, each visit is subsidized to the extent of almost fifty dollars.
Clearly, the public interest is better served if more people visit, which they will do if Fort York is
made more accessible and its context is improved rather than diminished by adjacent development.

Stephen A. Otto
17 June 1994






Minutes of Toronto City Council, 1902, Appendix A, pp. 139-140

Dumrine GROUNDS.

Your Committee beg to recommend the adoption of the following ﬁport of
its Sub-Committee re the above :

Sub-Commitiee Report re Dumping Grounds.

Since the completion of the filling in of Block D, west of Bay Street on the
Bay Front, the cost of hauling ashes, ete., from the central and south-western
sections of the City has been considerably increased through the lack of suitable
dumping grounds. The eastern, northern and north-western sections of the City
are amply provided for, for some years to come, but the section of the City
hounded by College Street on the north, Yonge or Jarvis Strest on the east and
Dufferin Strect un the west, has no convenient dumping grounds, thus necessitat-
ing a long and expensive haul. In dealing with this question your Sub-Committee
have had in view, first, the reduction of the cost of hauling and, secondly, making
the best use of the material. 3

With this end in view, your Committee cousidered the advisability of con-
structing a roadway or boulevard along the Lake front, from Bathurst Street to
High Park, and instructed the City Surveyor to prepare a plan showing such a
driveway. The City Surveyor has prepared a plan starting from the corner of
Bathurst and Front Streets, thence crossing the railway tracks by the present
overhead bridge, thence through the old fort, thence following the present road
leading to Stanley Barracks, the tracks of the C. P. Ry. being crossed by the
present overhead bridge. From this point westerly the Boulevard would be
reached by a gentle ramp to the level of a new road, which will wind along the
shove, passing Stanley Barracks, Exhibition Grounds and on past old Parkdale
until the Lake Shore is reached at a point west of the level crossing at Sunnyside,
thus establishing a continuous driveway from the heart of the City to the mouth
of the Humber, without crossing any railway tracks on the level. From Bathurst
Street to the foot of Dufferin Street the lands are owned by the Dominion Govern-
ment, and as « general roadway is now established through the old fort and on to
Stanley Barracks, the City Surveyor thinks therc should be no difficulty in the
City getting permission to widen and improve it and possibly the City may also be
ahle to acquire the old fort grounds for park purpuses, which at a very small ex-

pense could bé beautified and maintained by the City, being a place of muzh historic.
interest. Frow the foot of Dufferin Street to Sunnyside the foreshore is owned
by privatc persons and the City, but with the great advantage of haviny a highway
constracted as proposed along the whole front, most of which is now inascessible,
and with all street connections therewith, the granting of a free right of w;y of the
width of 150 feet he considzrs should be easily arranged.

The construction of such a dj‘]‘va\ray would provide a dump for ashes, ete.,
from the south-west part of the City, for many years to come. The work can be
carried on in sections as required, and as the bed of the shore is hard and rocky
and the water is shallow, the costlof a stone protection would not be very great.

After mature consideration your Committee strungly endorse the plan of the
City Sun'a)'or and recommend that application be made to the Dominitm Govern-
ment : first, to dedicate or lease to the City at a nominal rental, the old fort
property for park purposes: second, the right to widen and improve the present
roadiway to the bridee crossing C. P. R.: third, a right of way for said driveway,
from the bridge crossing the C. P. R., southerly and westerly to and along the
Lake front to the foot of Dufferin Street.

Your Sub-Committee further recommend that the Assessment Commissioner
be instructed to enter into negotiations with the owners of the water lots between
Dufferin Street and the Lake Shore for the purpose of obtaining an easement
without cost to the City, for said driveway on that section of the Lake front.

{The Bourd of Control recommend that the negotiations abuve referred to be
carvied von by the desesswen! Comonissioner under the divection of the City Law
Department. ) '
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 GARRISON CONNHON,

The Globe, Oct.
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The Globe, Oct. 26, 1903

! g TORONTO'S NEW PARK.

Notin a I'm‘ time has anything bren dane here
municipally for which Teromio has had so mucl
reatan. in rep_g‘-re as the acnuisition ol Garrisen
Commen  [or  park purposes.  Though  the an
neuncement of the purchase has been received wuh
grneral satisfaction, the citizens have not begun and
will mot fnr a bong time Legin te realize the en®
armois valae o this Takeside park. with its mile anl
a nuarter of shoreline and two hundred acres of
land almest in the centre ol the vy’

Municifat improvement in Amrerica dufing recent
years has been largely along the lines ol develop-
ing parks afd playgrounds, ol oh’ the TEATITET wEr
thod of & park here and a sguare there, but the de-
velopment of & system of parks and playgrounds
often on a very large srale.  That has been the
fiell of advanced municipal efforn, and witton the
las) decade-some American cities have spent many
millions in acquining and develnping a park system,
beth wulin and without thelr own boundaries, The
planming of such apsiems has ecome an art,

Itefare long Toronin will employ an artist af
eminence ia prepare the plan of a park system, the
basis apd bBegianing of which will usdoubtedly bhe
the Garrison’ Common.  Xears lieneg, when such 2
plair has been broughy in part o maturity, the citi-
czens will hegin to appreciate the pinporiance of the
[acnuizition of the property amd will acknowledge i
the greatest of Mayar  Urquhart's  long lise of
schievements during his host year ol administra-
tion, : b

The propasal to acquire tha common  for park
purposes originated  with Commissioner Fleming
®ehrs age, el e urged 00 wpem Mayor alter Mayor,
bt it remained - wnacoomplished.  When . Mayar
thulﬁﬁ tnnk oflice 1t was one of the hiat propesals
the Commissioner made 1o him, and the Mayor,
with the far-sightednrss  am! single-mindednrss
characteristic ol him, antharired the Commissinner
| nceed with the negotiations,  In thewe the
Mayor took an active part, amd eflicient aid was
given by Hon, J. M. Gilson, and Sir Willam Mulock
ook & Leen and active interest i the city’s wellare
in the matter.  The einy Iy ileltedd also 1o the Do
mimien Government for taking a large and liberal
view ol the questinn, esproially when it 1 remember-
e that a large railway corporalion wal'_.ll'll'mlls' 0]
actuire the property amd was prepared, of not o
outbid,. at Jeast 1o bid pyainst the city. Tt 1s ot
tow much 1n say that the citizens of Torsnta Jlur_.l
reason 1o be prewd of the viy's priseint pogition |
“municipally. Sl :
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The Globe, Oct. 4, 1905

e

SAVE THE OLD-FORT. _* :

a llllllbl; service iy calling attention, as she doss
iz = Jetter that appears in apother column, 10 the
proposed destrnction of part of the “0ld Fort.” It
s right smough to ren- & street_rallway loe Trom
the- foot of Bathurst street fo the eantern entrance.
of the Exhibition ground, hut some route must be

found which will remler unnecessary the desécTd-
tlon of our mont historie spot !lﬂll the denl
s most Interestiig rellen, -

. Brief as Mlsx (ieeson's ststement of the_matte.
js. ahe han skl enough to make out .4 case that
will appesl to the publie pot merely of Térouio
| hat- of (e »hole Province,  Tha story ‘af the id
| Fort I unt scenratély known In Mia entirety hy
anyhody. for. prompted by trne antiquarisn e¢a
{huniasm. whe Dbas dis¢orered some things. not
heretofors piiblished; and others mway he expected
!ia honie 10 fight as public Interest In"the npot ‘W
‘aroused and developed. It In no ordinaiy burial
 gronnd; the dead defenders of the city fell In the
war of 181215, and thelr remains lle Interred where
they fell.  The bulldings are Do onfinary strue
tures, bhut are pypical speciniens ‘of the pﬁnlllrp
military architecture of neafly a century Rgo. The
obstrncting fence of ¢edar posta has largely dle-
appeared, bot_it_sbould be replaced. Every part
of the fort should he restoted: with all the antiquar
lan skill and sympaihetic care that ean be brought
t¢ bear on the work. . Already one bastion has

-

been removed ‘fo. make rodm Tor a mmnufsciuring

establishment, and the restoration plan should coun-

template the feanibility of Ita repewal.

ruction of

The muthoritien of this city have heen so care..
ful In preserving perks from street \rallway dene-
¢ration that they have steadily resisted the_intro-:
ductlon of the cars Into the Quean's I'ark, wlnrai

ey would beia great ronvenleace. For thia the |
dle are not finding fault, though they might do |
so with some reason: If thelr own comfert in travel-
ling were the only ‘thing to be comsidered. A City
Councll- thit “straine At the gmat” of a Quéen's
Park car route and “swatlows the camel” qt the
removal of pricelens and mnreplaceable historic son-
venirs of an herole struggle will go down to his:
toiy an » fit subject for-epdiésh Patriotic ‘ezecrs:
+ When theso digappeas; there. will be Jost tor |
ever the fpest. chanch ™ the. children ot Teronto
sehooln have of profiting by (he visual teaching of
local history.

The people of Canada have begun to display a
widespread: and landable rdetermination te mark
historic spoin and keep them free as public resorts,
Along the Niagara, Detrolt, and Bt Lawrenos |
‘Rivers many such localities have hnl._ld_nltml
and,mooumented.  Our civie nuthorities,’ e'#hlti'l
lo the growing spirit of the Hme, threates- 1o dé
stroy the characierintic features of a spot wecond
to no other in Canada in patriotic and tragle In-
terest.  Not Fort Erle, or the Prescott Windmin,
or Fof| Gédtge. Or. Queeoston- Heghts, or eves
Lundy's Lame, can surpsss It fa all that give such
places a_clnim to preservation and veneration. :




The Globe, Oct. 4, 1905

! park systers. It was btated that the Gov-
| ernment parted ‘with this veluable and his-
i ' * H

ﬂeranm'
(M4 Fert a ary

"wers to bs maintained ns historic land-
THETEE, & .
i The columns of our dally papers werg
| conmpleuously decorated by glowing head-
i Mines, from which the following are clip-
' L Glories of Toronts's New

"Ureat ! g
! for Ali Time." In an editorial the
i eltisens were told -the [dlowing :—"The
reseus of QGarrison Common from the dé-
spofling tread of commaerce and Industiry.
the preservallon of the priceless land-

i Farl

marks of local history, the dedication of |-

such an area to the health and pleasurs |
of the people, ars great deeds that must '
Il-‘llu-lliti greal honsr 1o the names-of - these
| whe voted yea lo the ‘question.”
| Within twe weeks' time of (his Gemson.
| atration the City Council granted a per-
mit to the Park, Blackwsll Co, pork-
packers, to femove the ‘whole of the
| soulheast bastion, also to cul away half
'of the sastefn thmpart, during which pro. |
| cens Spldista’ bodien were. unsarthed and
i their remaina carted’ away with. iNe
icolvrl-. 1 was present and resced wome
of the bones, |

Oldest Buildings in Toreate.

! The 'Atrest Rallway Company are desir-
 pus to commence operations at once o
' run the new Exhibition ¥ne over the rail-
way at the feot of Bathurst street into
[the northeastern extremjiy of $he fori and
|out eon fo-Gurileon Common, and . themce
to the Exiilbition grounds. This work
wifi necessitate thh removal of the old
guard house, Bre hall and pergeanis’ quar.
|term. Thess bylidings rTun along the
|--n-rn side, of the enclosure, and are
iha nidest bulldings; not omy In the fort,
bhut In Torbnto,

Py order of Covernor Blmeoes In 1T
thess log huis. as they were then called,
| were erected by his Queen's RangeTs a8
| thelr barrack rooms, and are made of
| loge probabiy “wewn down to maks room
for thelr ersciion. With whal interest
shoul Torontenians view these primitive
dwellings, for they arg the beginping from
. which has sprung great and glorious
el 1 L |

—

" and unhonored herces—unhonored by anp

The Married Men's Quartera

‘The mext bulldings allotted to fall be-
fore thi destroyer are what art known
as—the , married men's quarters.. These
are to ihe north slde of the western en-
trance. They aré made of brick, which
places thelr Bate after {hd American In-
vasloni of 1813, yet of great historic value,

The ¢ld Fort Roullls guns aré aleo
marked for sacrifice, They were original-
Iy French guns, used in the trading post
befors the conquest of 1750, and were
placed In their present position prior to
1820, ! o
Principal Part of Terente’s Battlefisld.

This baltlafeld d0#s net beleng to To-
ronto alone, but to the whole of dun falr
Dominlon, for the sacred anclosure—all.
ground ls sacred where [l¢ the henored
dead—Is one vast sepulchre of unnamed

pulward sign—who fought not alems for
Toronto, but for the keeping of our n
beloved land. The valus of this old

torle landmark &' péThips best expressed
by the following extraet, published at the
lime of its purchase iwo yéars agd !—
“Am one surveyed the old bulldings, which
stood thers In thoss troublous times of

1M, he could not but foel
thankiul that their thon
was Insured 1o ~“Tuture generalions,
Thers Is something In  those old!

piles of wood which makes the heart go|
a little faster, and easused the chords of|
rmotion to vibrats in the breast, There|
have been unearthed the bones pf men
who fought to preserve Lhis heritage for
their children and children's children. The
names of many have been forgoiten.
sleep in unknown graves, whils the waves
an they lap wpon the beach seem to sing
their solemn dirges, but thelr hevole deeds
will ltve and be told in song and story
to tha last mement of reconded time.”™

And .po could be auoted column upon
column, Can It be that —in two short
yrars publie sentiment has changed T Has
It besn forgotten that thia Old Fort e
the cradis from which has sprung our
magnifioent and Iife-thiokbing city, the
Yueen of the West, and the cenirs from
which armies have gons forth to AgM,
not anly for' thie Dominibn, bul for the
mother land 7

The writer has many herelofors unpub.
lehed facin cencething the Oid Fort,
which she has not time now te Jay before
your readers, but which It knowa weuld
lmmenaety  increass the public Intereet ia
thia the chiel landmark of Toronlo's hie-
tory. 1f sha la not mistaken in the sen-
timent of her fellow-cguntrymen, th.".J
elinl of these facta will nlse Increass the
Indignation with which this attemspt ai
desecrilion will be received,

Jean Earle m- won,
€3 Wilsén avenus, Parkdale, J
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The Toronto World, Dec. 7, 1907

Save the Ol d L ort

Joint Meeting of Patriotic, Histofical andf Military
. Societies Pass Resolution on Subject. oLt

Op Wednesday last, Nav, 27, a joint
mesting of these Interesled in the pre-
; {on of the old fort at Toronto was
held the rooms pf the Daughters of
the Empire, 5t, James' Chambers. Mrs,
Nordhelmer, upesident of the Imperial
Crder Daughters of the E re, was in
‘the chalr, Those present were;  La
Edgar, W.C.H.5.; Miss Vandersandssen;
Mrs Nordheimer, 10D, of E; Mrs. J §
Willison, LO.D, of E.; Mrs J I David-
son, 1.0.D, of E.; Mrs Bruce, 1.0.D, of
E.; Mrs Albert C Gopderham, 1.0.D. of
E.;. Mlgs Collett, 1.O.D. of H.; Mra.
Arthur  VanKoughnet, 101 af K.j
Ligut-Ool Greyllle Haraton, Batoche Cal,,
15866 Assockation; Capt J Q Thorn, Bat-
tleford Caol,, 1886 Asgoclation: B. Cairne,
N.W, g e HE on, 1896 As-
;zgm;n: mll;;—(iﬂl cla-uwm g;ﬁ
Ored; ut-Col Clarance o
WII,QN.W'. Field Force;. Lieut-Col Gras
sett, N,W. Field Force; Dr G Slerling
Ryerson, S.A. Association; Majop W A
Collins, Anmy and Navy Veteraps; Mrs
It. A MacLaurin, U.E.L. Agscclation;
Mps J 8 Carstalps, U.E L. Assoclation;
| Barlow - Cumberland, Ontarie Historl-
eal Soctety; Mrs B J Thompson, Ontarig
Historical Soclety; B B Biggar, Ontaplo
| Historlcal Boelety. o e %
Mr, Cumberland explained, with the
ald of maps, what had hecn done pince
the speclal meeting held by the Ontarlo
Historical Soclety in October, 1905, at
the old fort. A discussion tollowed, In
which Mrs. Noprdhedmer, Col. G. Sterling
Fyerson, Malor W. A. Colins, Capt,
Thorn, Mrs, B, A. MacLaurin, Col. Gre-
ville Harston, Ldeut.-Cel. Delamere, My,
¥. B, Blggar and Mr, J, Fearson took
part. Surprise wag expressed at the
giatement of Dr. Orr, that the h'lxtﬂrlf:l
so¢letiey bad copsented to the. constric-

%

& # A
ipgs, and was required to- spend. im-
medlately "4 ¢ lent " :mnﬂmWTHW l
‘them into ‘first-glass condition: i1
-~ #And whereas, In November, 1908, the
“ogymell ot -m--mgwder;m;.m'w'
an expenditure suffielept for.such .pé-
Mgirs “immediately’ ;" T T
seind whereas. In October, 1805, 1 was
Mnanimoupsly resolved at a meeting of
g citizens held In the Old Fort that
‘the. preservation of the Old Fort and
its"‘grounds should be consldered’ #
gaqred trust and not merely for the
cltizens of Teronto, but for the people
-i-t the Proyince and the Dominlon at
prEe; i
- And whepeas, in May, 1906, at the
time when i was proposed that the
land in which the north bastlons. stand
shuuld” be transterped to the Grand
Trunk « Raflway, to be added’ {o I3
shunting * yard, the council withdrew
from that proposition and the mayor
gdvised that the ramparts should be
regtored, the huilfih‘:? be wepalred and |

3 CANNONg Tep ¥ ]

And whereas, in January, 1907, a by-
law to construct g street rallway thro
e Old Fort yas yoted down by the |
citlzens; * ol i !
- And whereas, nothing In the way of |
repair had at any. 15:110 peen done, But |
the Fort allowed to remain in e als-
graceful apd. ruinous condition, with-
oui carg or protegtion; - .

He It resplved that 'the Palriotic,
Historloal and Military Bocletjes of
Toionto hereby enter  their protest
. agalnst the continuation of the neglect
of this sacred memorial of the earHest
“days of our eeuntry, and submit that
in tulflment of our duty to the Proy-
ince gnd Dominign, who baye copfided

tion of 8 car ling thru the old fort, a4
nearly every historical seciaty ipn the

forjeal Soclety, Qusbéc’ Literary and
Historical Boclety; Nla.fnra'ﬂtawm_el
Bociety, Wentworth Historical Saclely:
Hamijlton; Blgln  Historleal and
Sclentific Soclety; Huron Inatityte, Col-
lingwood; Woman's Camadian Historl-
cal Societles of Ottawa, Toronto and
Bewmanville; Nava Septia Historiecal
Soclety, Halifax; Lundy's Lane Hiator]-

| was - upanimous. in- protestin -agaipst
i further destrugtion -of the old fért: It
[Wan m:,;ﬁ? b¥ Col. G. 8, _R:gpmj.-_;gnd

y Lady Ed B e
-.}'fcf*ﬁdmmmt 'M;lthﬁmmm. iR |

i, torleal gnd M cjeties, held
15 An the rooms, of Daughters of
‘"' the Emplre, on Nov, &7, 1907, -,
-+ Moved by Lieut.-Colopel: G, Steriing
Ryergon; e e S

- 'Beconded by -Lady Edgar:- .

J* Whereas, under. the 'terms’ junder
which the elfy 'was to come into pos-
serslon of the Garrisop Commen, the
most splendid lakestde . park en the
continent, the conditions wera that the
property should e used -only for park
pndl exhibition purposes, and that the
¢lty’ should be ‘hound to preserve ~tar
all’ time the 0Old Fort and itg huoild-

Dominion had gent resolutions to the
,ﬁuw of Tmntm. protesting egainst the|
'°"‘“#51‘5&n§“§$’m?£ﬁ£“‘ﬁi‘.fi agrepd with the public should be done.

tal Soc'ely, Niagara Falls. The.mee.ng|l

it 40 our. care, and. in good fuith to
oif updertakings, the clty af once ar-,
rahge for the restoration and repalr
of the Old Fort, and its bulldings, a2
an ‘“historlcal memorial”’ as: it has

/ That & comprehensive plan for deal-
ing with the park property as g whole.
its water. front, reservations, park-
woys and access to the park and %Hx-
bibition groupds should ai opce be
prepared and agreed upon. . !

"And that the Pominlon government
be rializgd that no trapster ot
tho la ghall be made to the ¢lty un-|
eity shall: have

ro gintenange, and-to agTeg that
o E rhrr[hﬁ"ﬂm- I-ned-be put thry
TR b b T T
. That the societjps Wil usg thely
Cendeavors to ste the pregervation |
-and repals of the Old Fort” by gvery
means |n thely, power, and ' protest
agalnst any sireet rallway belng ' put,
thru the Lo &
Carrigd and referred 4o commjites.
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MHemorvial

To His Worship the Mayor and the Members of the City Council, Toronto.

The Old Fort Protective Association, affiliated with the
various historical and patriotic societies, regret to learn
that & fresh attempt is being made to influence the City
Council to consent to the running of a double track street
railway through the Old Fort

This Association represents over thirty societies and
associations of this city and various other parts of Canada,
who, during the past three years, have appealed for the
preservation of these historic grounds and the restoration
of the Fuort to its original condition.

in the name of the societies this Association would
respectfully put before this Council some of the reasons
why the building of a street railway through these grounds
should be rejected once for all as a proposal dishonoring
the good name of the city.

When the city first applied for the transfer of the
Garrison Commons, in 18gg, the sole plea for its possession
was that the city desired to *“‘preserve the Fort, and to
maintain it in its present condition on account of its asso-
ciation with the early military history of this city.’” This
plea was the only one put forward in the later stages of
the npegotiations, and the city accepted without qualifi-
cation the conditions laid down by the Government as
appears from the report forwarded by the Assessment Com-
missioner to the Mayor and Board of Conrtrol, dared October
soth, 1go3, from which the [ollowing paragraph is quoted :—

“yau will ohserve that the Government stipulate  that
the property shall hercafter be used only for park and
exhibition purposcs : and further, that the city will be bound
1w preserve for all time the Old Fort and such of the old
buildings upon the premises as the Government oy desip-
nate.  In addition to this, the city will be required to spend
upon the buildings immediately sufiicient money w0 put
themn in a frst-class state of preservation.’’

This condition was further made clear in the preamble
of the Order-in-Council passed at Ottawa, consenting to the
trunsfer. When for the third or fourth time an attempt was
made in the City Council to violate this agreement, the
Hon. J. P. Whitney, Prime Minister of Ontario, called the
attention of the Government at Ottawa to the threatened
desecration of the Fort, and the Minister of Militia there-
apon reminded the City Council in a letter, dated November
27th, 1gob, that such a street car line would be a violation
of the conditions of the transfer, and expressed the hope
that the city would give its assurance “‘that the spirit as
well as the letter of the understanding would be carefully
observed.”

Again in January of the present year, upon a further
attempt being made to revive this project, the Hon. Minister

of Militia felt called upon to remind your Council of the
covenant made when seeking possession of Garrison Com-
mons. The Minister, in quoting from the correspondence
to show how clearly the city pledged itself w restore and
maintain the Fort, said: ‘““These enclosures are being for-
warded to you with a view of acguainting you with the
position of this Department as regards the preservation of
the Old Fort property, a position from which the Minister
has no intention of receding.”

It will thus be seen that the city sought possession of
this property for the sole purpose of restoring the Fort
The first question is: Will this Council maintain the city’s
credit for business honor if it violates a covenant so de-

‘liberately made? FEspecially will this question be raised

when the subject of the covenant is mot only a shrine of
history, but a mausoleum of the heroes of Canada’s first
war of self-defence.

The societies wish it distinctly understood that they are
not in any way opposed 1o an eastern entrance to the
Toronte Exhibition, but they are opposed o any interfer-
ence with the Old Fort except for the purpose of restoring
it to its condition in the War of 18127 and, while other
routes can be taken around the Fart, or through other
portions of the two hundred acres comprising Garrison
Cummuons, there appears to the socicties no excuse for this
desecration.

‘This Fort is unigue in Canada—perhaps on the whole
continent-—-as o well-preserved type of fortification designed
against attacks by Indians as well as white foes.  For this
reason alone its educational wvalue to future geperations
cannot be overrated. 1t is, morcover, of pgreat  histeric
interest as being a monument of the work of Ontarie’s first
Governor, Simcoe, ind as marking the very beginnings of
Toronto’s history. It is, in [act, the only relic left that
carries us back to the eighteenth century. But, apart from
this, the Fort contains the graves of several hundreds of
British, Canadian, and American soldiers, who were killed
in the attack on York im the vear 1813, and no street railway
could Le laid down here without passing over the graves of
these men, who died to save Canada to the Empire in the first
great crisis of our history. Such a profanation of these
graves would bring lasting dishonor upon the citizens of a
city whose reputation for loyalty stands as high as that of
Toronto.

That these are the sentiments of the great majority of
the citizens is proved by the fact that when four by-laws
came before the people in January, 1907, the Bathurst Street
Bridge by-law (which involved a railway through the Fort)
was voted down by the heaviest majority of all.
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Murcover, these grounds cannot be regarded as the sole

pusscssion of Toronto, but are the rightful inheritance of

every Canadian who venerates the memory of those who

sacrificed their lives to make us a nation; and this view of
its national character was tiken at the representative public

meeting held at the Old Fort in Ocwber, igos, when, ir
protesting against this same  proposal, a resclution wus
unamimously passed declaring that the Ol Fort *Should
be considered a sucred trust, not merely for the citizens of

Toronto, but for the people of Ontario and the Dominion

at large.”’
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The statement has been made that a double track
railway through the Old Fort will not injure it, but will
bring people to see it who would not otherwise come. Your
memorialists beg to observe that street cars already come
to the foot of Bathurst Street, neuarly opposite the eastern
gate of the Fort, and a car line around outside the For
would afford easier access without dumaging the ancient
wurks, 1f this Fort is to be preserved for its antiquity,
then undoubtedly the Gates and the Ramparts are its most
vssential features. No one who has read histery needs to
be told that in former times the gates of a fortress were
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represents the present bridge, and the position of proposed

The shaded figore ar foot of Bathurst Strect
The bridge as proposed would connect with a viaduct carrying the

bridge as marked by heavy lines vutside.
double-track railway, where it would cut through the ramparts or gates, or both, at the eastern entrance: then
cause the removal of one of the oldest structures in the furt, and bnally cut  through the western gates  and

ramparts,

The Garrison Comunons was acquired for park purposes
as well as for the preservation of the Old Fort itself, and it
has been a well-recognized principle of our civic policy that
no street car line shall run through a park.  Scarcely any
city i the world permits street coars through its parks and

gardens.

the key of the position, and, since the western gate of this
fort is only cighteen feet wide—even measured from wall
to wall of the two interesting buildings inside the gate—
it follows that it would be impossible to lay a double track
railway without cutting away both buildings and ramparts,
and, of course, blocking up the gates, both east and west.
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This will be made clear by the plan attached. Not only
would the route of such a railway involve the removal of
some of the oldest structures in the Fort (referred to as
“old sheds' by those instigating this depredation), but the
roadbed would undoubtedly have to be laid over the bodies
of the soldiers within the grounds—a sacrilege which would
forever disgrace the Council which authorized it.

In a moment of thoughtlessness the City Council of
Winnipeg permitted the gates of Old Fort Garry to be pulled
down, and, while that sitc was unhallowed by the graves of
its defenders, and its history has not the national signifi-
cance of the Fort at Toronto, yet there are citizens of
Winnipeg who would to-day give a thousand dollars out of
their own pockets if Fort Garry could be restored. When
wisitors from various parts of the world come to Winnipeg
and ask, ""Where is Fort Garry?" its citizens are humiliated
to confess that their own Council gave consent to its demo-
lition. Will the future visitor to Toronlo wring the same
confession [rom our citizens, with the added shamc that
the act which destroyed the historic character of our oldest
landmark was also an act of bad faith in the matter of a
public trust, and at the same time a deed of sacrilege com-
mitted upon the bodies of those who laid down their lives
for their country?

Your memorialists would remind you that in the United
States all the great battlefields are systematically being
converted into natiomal parks, and in some cascs private
lands are being expropriated at great cost for this purpose:
that in our own country within the past few years the old
fort at Annapolis Roval, in Nova Seotia, which was on the
point of being ruined in the same way as this fort, has
been restored and put under the care of a Commission,
" whose work has made it an interesting  attraction  for
tourists; that the battlefield of Stoney Creck has within the
past vear heen made a park, and the old Gage homestead,
where the American generals, Chandler and Winder, were
captured, is converted into a museum of relics of the war,
while the spot where American and British soldiers were
buried has been purchased by public subscription of the
citizens of Hamilton and vested in the Veterans' Association
of Wentworth County; that the old windmill and fort at
Prescott have for years been kept with care by the towns-
people, and is every summer viewed by thousands of
tourists; that the people of Louisbourg quite recently de-
feated the project of an American company to run a railway
through the old fortress of that town; and that the citizens
of Quebec (now realizing the folly of having allowed the
Plains of Abraham to pass into private hands} are now
joining with His Excellency the Governor-General lo regain
possession in order to consecrate that battlefield as a
national park. Will it remain to be said that, while other
cities and towns are maintaining these mosuments of the
pasi, our authorities have for several years permitted two
of the moats of the Old Fort to be used by a manure mer-
chant as a dumping-ground for offal and manure, and a
part of the eastern bastion to he devored o the slaughtering
of hogs, and now listens to a proposal to run a railway over
the bodies of the herocs of 18127

As those who are now urging this vandalism have assert-
ed that Earl Grey approved a railway through the Fort, we
beg to quote the words of 1lis Fxcellency, spoken a few dayvs
aro at Toronto University :—

“One way to keep the greatness of the country before
them was to preserve historical landmarks.  There were

three historic spots threatened with destruction: Fort Louis-
burg, the Plains of Abraham, and the Old Fort in Toronto.
An American railway company were about to destroy
Louisburg. That has happily been prevented. 1 find that
your Fort York is still in danger. You students must see
to it that it is not destroyed.” His Exccllency then referred
at length to the preservation of the Plains of Abraham.

If one's action is to be governed by mere convenience
or desire, without regard to guestions of right and wrong,
then the burglar would be justified in robbing houses, but
burglary is still a crime, no matter how much the burglar
needs money. Therefore, when the needs of the Exhibition
have been pleaded in excuse for this wrong, the societies
must urge that the honor and self-respect of this city is of
more consequence than a few hundred feet of extra track.

It has been said of the societies who here solemnly
protest against this outrage that they themselves have don.c
nothing to restore the Old Fort. The societics cannot, of
course, deal with a place over which they have no control,
but if the authorities will place this Fort under our care we
will guarantee that it will be placed in order and a restora-
tion made within a year, and that in course of time it will
be made the most attractive feature of Toronto’s park
system, as well as the most instructive object lesson in
Canadian history to be seen in this part of the Dominion.

Your memorialists hope that upon reflection this Council
will be convinced that the highest interests of the city will
b served by a decent observance of its covenant in dealing
with these grounds, by an intelligent regard for its chicf
landmark of history, and by a proper respect for the men
whe sacrilicd themselves in their country's canse,

In conclusion, your memorialists beg o quote  the
appended extracts from letters of the Hon. Minister of

Miina 10 the present Council and to vour predecessors in
uthee,

Gl STERLING RYERSON,
President.

. A. FLEMING,
Secretary, Old Fort Protective
Association.

Ottawa, Jan. 18, 1nod.

Sir,—1 have the honor to inform yvou that the Minister
of Militia and Defence has received a telegram, dated 17th
inst.,, from Dr. G. Sterling Ryerson, President of the Old
Fort Protective Association, reporting that your Council is
about to make another attempt to run the sireet railway
line through the Old Fort, and requesting, on behalf of the
historical and patriotic societies, that you should be informed
that such a step would he a violation of the conditions under
which thr sale of this property to the city of Toronto was
authorized by His Excellency-in-Council.

In pursuance of that request, I forward herewith a copy
of a Jetter 1o vour predecessor, dated November 27th, r1gob:
also o copy of a letter to the Deputy Minister of the De-
partment of the Interior, dated March 12th, 1goy, and of
the reply thereto from that Department.

These enclosures are being forwarded to you by the
Minister's direction, with a view of acquainting vou with

13
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the position of this Department as regards the preservation
of the Old Fort property, a position from which the Minister
has no intention of receding.

EvucG. FISET,
Colonel,
Deputy Minister Dept. of Militia and Defence.

To His Worship,
The Mayor of Toronto.

(Signed),

[Copy.]

Ottawa, Nov. 27, 1006,

Sir,—The Hon. ]J. P. Whitney, Prime Minister, has called
the attention of the Minister of Militia and Defence to the
alleged intention of your City Council to allow the Garrison
Commons property, or part of it, to be used for street rail-
way purposes, or for purposes other than that for which 1t
is being sold to your city.

The Minister has directed me lo invite your attention
to this matter with a view to the property being used only
for the purposes for which it is being sold—park and
exhibition purposes. The attention of the Minister had
previously been called to the possibility of the property
being used for other purposes, but untl the receipt of the
letier fromn the Premier he did not consider there was any
reason why he should take any action, as he felt satisfied
that any fear that the property would be otherwise used was
groundless.

For your information, 1 would like to make several
extracts from the correspondence in order to show how
clearly it was defined for what purposes the property was
being disposed of in the correspondence which led up to
the sale. .

Mr. Thos. Caswell, then City Solicitor, made formal
application for the transfer of the Old Fort property to the
city on October 12th, 18gg. Following is an extract from
his application :—

| am authorized by the Council of the Corporation of
the city of Toronto to apply to you for a transfer of the Old

Fort property to the city on the understanding that the
property will be preserved and maintained in its present
condition (or as nearly thereto as circumstances will permit)
on account of its association with the early military history
of this city.”

On August 2gth, 1003, Mr. R. J. Fleming, Assessment
Commissioner, wrote to the Minister, in which letter he
sawd the property (the Garrison Commons property) was
desired for a public park and exibition purposcs.

On October 1gth, 1903, the Minister replied to Mr.
Fleming, definitely accepting the offer of your city to pay
the Government the sum of $200,000 for the said property,
and Mr. Fleming, in his letter of August 20th, referred ro
above, used these words:—

“I have already stated in my letter of 2gth that it must
be understood that the Ordnance Lands are only to be used
for park and exhibition purposes, and that the old cemetery
shall be properly cared for and the Old Fort preserved.”

This Department has been furnished with a copy of a
report made by Mr. Fleming, Assessment Commissioner,
to His Worship the Mayor and members of the Board of
Control, dated October 3oth, 1go3, which report contained
the following paragraph:—

“You will observe that the Government stipulate that
the property shall hereafter be used omnly for park and
exhibition purposes; and furher, that the city will be bound
to preserve for all time the Qld Fort and such of the old
buildings upon the premises as the Government may desig-
nate. In addition to this the city will be required to spend
upen the buildings immediately sufficient monev to put
them into a first-class state of preservation.”

The foregoing extracts should clearly ecstablish the
purpose of the sale of the property, and the Minister would
like to have your assurance that the spirit, as well as rthe
letter, of the understanding will be carefully observed.

(Signed), F. F. Jarvis,
Acting Deputy Minister,
Department of Militia and Defence.
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DON'T GIVE UP ‘THE OLD FORT. = -
* With slngular te-na.cltr the civic ad-1
minlstmtlnn holds Ln I ",,purpoaa lo

extend a street raI{wa.‘y Nhe into dai
" gvidently accepted his ludershlp. n

risor -Common: and .to shift some of
the buildings of the. Dld ¥ort in or-
der to prcvfdn ‘a’ rlghf.-ufh‘wa.y In |

spite of the repeu{ed‘tprotﬁsts c—f bodles

ot citizens ' Who. re:ﬂ.'i'ﬂfl:l'ir: 11'nneml-

I
sa.r:r obtrusion of o rn.!]wa.y among the

graves of the eclty's mrly défeaders as
a kind, of sacrilege, the Parks Cnrru
mittee has agiln % ported In fa.ﬂ-l.'_
of the line being buflt without devia-
tlon trmn the route selected, and the

Board of [‘unlm] has agaln dl!n]m'ell!

its d-.lermmauuu to eiarry the scheme
through. | ' ¢ :

Fortunately.’ tl‘le Board of C-:Itl.-
trol, even though backed by the whole
Councll, has not _ the plénitude ol
power 1o do the thing It has thus set
itl¥ heart upon. It cannot bulld. the
railway and connecting bridge with-
out the conszent of a superior authorl-
ty. It rnugt have elther jicense from
the ratepayers or speclal permistion
from (he Legfslﬁtnn'. The Dboard

was prompt Lo choose between these.

1t had little hope of obtalnl=g the
necessary ¢redit from the ratepayers,
us Lhese by an overwhelming vote had

vejected & by-law for the same pur-
pose ‘a little more than a year ‘ago,
It would therefore go to the Legis- .

Jlature,’ which: in the phst had granted

like applications without asking too
many questions, - But {t was impress-
ed on the attention of the board that

o new spirit ‘prevalls In the Legisla-

turé. There is now a majority there

which respeclts the rights of rate-

payers and is averse to giving a free
rein to municipal debt-contracting.
Consideration of this fact seems 'to
have causcd wavering on the. part of
some members of the board. 1n re-
ply o a ue;julmlon yesterdny Mayor
1Oliver,  Controller Hocken jand yCon-
trroller Ward - professed themsélves
reaidy to submit the matter Lo the
ratepayers, but Cohtrollers Spence and
Harrizon were mule on that subject,
J[ the Mayorlls In earnest, as we

‘neclined . to belfeve Controller
Hock'en and Controller Ward to be,
the obstruetlon of Controllers Spence

i and Harrlson cannot avall to prevent

a refercnce of the guestion e Lhe
property-owning cltizens. Unless there
Is Insinecerity on lhe part of Mayor
Oliver or one of Lthe two controllers,
w.‘nu along with him expressed will-
inghess to submit’ a by¥-law, tho
eourse of Ilgnoring the ratepayers can

ho longer be’perslsted In, . Controller

‘Spence appears to dominate the bpard

in relation to um business. Mayor
Oliver and Lon‘lroller Harrison have

the purspit of this plece of business,
eondemned by the rntapuqu less than '
| fourteen months: agoe and unmen-
“tioned in_the last mupicipal campuign,
the ngw huuihas shpwn mysterious, |
if not lpaewut. haste. If the Toronl.oi

Hailway ‘people want the bridge and
‘right-nf-way, is l.ha.t a sufficient ven-

!aon_ tor the Board of Control defying
the will of the ratepayers and sus-
pending the municipal constitution to
have the road and pridge constructed.
{ within the next slx months? Mayor,
Oliver is now in a great hurry to have
the transfer of Garrison Common m

: t the city completed. Ths clty's $200 =

000 must be pajd over and the deed:
. executed ln.uluntsr—-thuuxh the mili-
tia- authorities are not yet preparwil
to vacate the¢ property. Why this:
hot haste on the part of the new:
clvic government? JFourteen acrea, It
seems, are to be leased 1o the Depart
ment of Militia and Defence for store:
| Purposes, and before the citizens are
i made acquainted with the terms of
this new deal the sum for which the
common was to be turped over with=
vut other resc.rvs than the. r.ruﬁt con-
ditions ds to be handed to ‘the Gov-
urnmenr. This method of doing the
public's. business cn.nnnt be allowed.
Nor, when we have-the property paid
for, can we violate the trust condi-i
tions even to please the Toronto Tail-
way Company. Yesierday, as if there,
was not & moment ta be wasted, Cop-'
troller Spence sugg&sled ihat the.
apecifications l.’qr the bridge be drawn
up immediately, and .the hourd at!
once gave orders to lhnt. eﬂ'pm. \

All this is extremely puzzling to the
citizens. ' They know that there is
urgent need for the extending of ex--
isting lines of ‘the Toronta "Rallway
| Company -along certain streets, and
Irur he building of new lines oi other
streets. They have been crying oul
Il.'nr such. ndditlnnal milpage and ser-,
Ivlco. but ll to no purppse, and no
}chﬁc ‘government has been more deat

ito the cry thm is lhll one.  But when |

the Teronto Railway Company wanis |
to quit .our ;troets und Juvade Y
‘historic zround W hn.ve undertaken |
to prmne e:clualqalx for park pur-|
poses, | we, mwa a ‘elvic scvernmsnﬂ
. impatlent to” override Lhe will' of the’
people In order to bmld a Ereat briaga‘i
und npprouch s0 that the company
may have what 1t wauts, Thus to glve?
the compu.uy a line that will be a rich
carner two weecks in Lhe Year il
Board of Control 1s ready to burst all:
restraints, but it makes no mova Lo
have llfies built that the eltizens sor:-
ly need the use of every day in the
year., What is the secret of Lthis?

15
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The Globe, Nov. 16, 1908

‘THE OLD FORT ONGE MORE. ],d'
' Surveys .made by the city and a search. by
the Ontario Historical Society of the titles re-
lating to the Old Fort mniake it evident that
the encroachmenta on that property on the north-
‘east and south are quite withouf warrant. in
law.  Especlally is ‘it shown that the Govern-
ment intendetl to fully pmﬁme the outlines of
the eastern bastion, and that no patent hads ever
"been 'issued to Park, Biai:k-wel] & Company for
the portion .of the site -ﬁccupied by them ‘which
encroaches on that bastion. On the uo:rlh also |
the Grand Trunk have, it-is believed, trespass- ||
ed quite ‘thirty feet.

These: distoveries make -dt nacssn.ry that’ ‘the
whole question of the préservition of the Old
Fort ghall be gone into more l':ﬁ-reftﬂlt thun hds
u'p till the present time been the ‘cage, and that
the proh]em"l of rrmvidlng an eﬂ.&tarn entrance tﬂ
Fxhihl-t:lon Park be wdrked out on hma.der l(nas
It may as well be said that the great bodr of
public opinlon is ‘bpposed to the. two extreins
views .held -on the Oid Fort. and - edstern . en-
rtrance proBIEms 'On the one hind, the citfzens
are not pref-ared io spend a I-a.rge sum of ﬁw‘n&r
afid bulld’ an, ﬁmmvi bridge for a two, Weeks'

& 1o, i ;n%‘*—’bi&&l

he . ‘éﬂu&nsﬁ are . {d-:l iﬁfﬂ«h&iﬁ»
ed o ké&b;a girdet aut!‘&mﬂiﬂ by, a' n
| If the Okl 'Fort, thera-roré 187 -to be weﬂ ror,
‘e first. stop isito get rid of the pmﬁtngsuuﬁae.
‘1, as ih& surveyd seem to show, thé: ‘packing.
‘houso 14 encroaching it should be nomparaﬁveiy
easy to. mpke a bargain for its removal. - With
the packing-house out of the way the Old Fort
could easlly: be made one of the most chari-
ing spots in, 'lhlr ety

“t The, quullon ol an eastern entrance to Exhrh
lﬂ-t:lun Pdﬂt s buldg dedit with by. Councll and
tha Exhibition Board on an a.buurdlr narrow basis.
"It will be netéssary to eliminate the mwdsterful
Fleming and the Stréet Raltway bofore we' gét
a real idea 6f Wwhat is needed. . The Bxhibition

“Absootation n;nd the Strect Rallway sire confronted
for ten day: “In éach’ yedr with the problem of
moving endrmous crowds. in a -very limited time.
To the Exhibition directors and"the; Stréet Rail-
way Manager. tthe ‘eablern entrance Is'a sort of
glor{ﬁed Y. a.n-d “the peovl-a are invited. to pay
‘a huge sum: for its mﬁstm-cﬁon.. "The, eastern
éurtrma is reat[j ntuch more than that Y Path:
| first street brid—g& is at ‘the eastern eéxtrémity of
what will be In futtre years the ;great rectea-
tlon ground and water{ront park of Toronto. For
the purchase of land to be rlncluded' in, this park

and the lakeffont boulevard which ‘forms a: part
of it the city of Toronto has already spent: ﬁs&f
‘a ' million dollars, . -When Stanley Barracks are
removed nnd “the bcmlevawi is wﬁaﬂded#pmb
ably ten years trom to-day—mwe shall hive . that

,quarter 300 acres of the finest prtrk Iand !D,Am-

Bt &l suminier; and’ not merely. it the Exhi-
hiitdon aeasort: _+ Buchi nu entrance cdan -beat: be
amq»inad by the ' removal of tho, ]?ark Blnckwell
‘bifidinga and the prolongation of the Bathurst'

_etreet bridge ramp 4o a point at w'hich it would

join .the Lake. Shore boulevard. ' This wonld
provide a perma.n-ent right of way i.'m* a car Mne
‘alohg - the  waterfront from Bathurst -street. to’
the ‘Humber, a route that would be;the most
popular 4n Tomn‘to sduring the summer season.
 Not oply so, but’it would be the first step to an
‘1mpmvemum that will inevitably follow the rapid

; dqvokm::ﬂ of the *Iaiami viz., the constructlon |

“of! ay :lrom the  foot ‘of Bn.ihnrst street
to C!entre Island

“To  all  these, pmjeots—tha presérvaf-ion
of  the Fort in such form. as to be
worthy of preservation, the bullding of a great
lakefront car, line, and ‘the extension of car
gervice to the Islanhd—possession of the Park-
Blackwell property ls essential. The Mayor can-
not too soon.secure. for. i'.he city the patent for
the land on whioh encroachment.a have been ma.de.
aiid, having dohe’ o, Jaunch a really adequate
a-:hme -tha.t will. secura t-he un.itud nunpcrt of
the c.lnt:l:r.ens

an. adequnte:

peonle imay havé 'the most eonvenian 'i_ toeka 10 |




The Globe, Jan. 15, 1909

the largest in area-and w;th the pPOESIDINLY oL
he tcheﬁl‘. Imyn ealth.

fr;- E OLD FORT mn l'I‘S mwm;m, I

B The future, u! the’ Otd Fort, sltnntad at the
foo-t ot Bathurst street pnd overlooking the west-
sru entrance to the harbor of Toronto, may now
be« regarded as-assured, A few. years ago it
seemad doomEd to destrncuon through mnl. of
pl{j}uﬁ lntsreat ln tPe qu.wtia:ru of its. reatoratiun
-and presur\ratlm, TOW it be]ongs to the co
ation of Toronto, and there is not only no chance
ol Iurther destruction, but a fair prospect that it
wi_l;, eventually be restorad «to its-original form,
lnﬂn that its chﬁ.racterlstie nppearancﬁ will as far
a8, pra.,r.lumhle be 'p-l'ener?ed K

There is little doubt that. wiu:-ln 'y Iew yaa.rs

lt w;ll be thei mosk popular park for a conven-
gnt ,Eutlng that the eity can furnish. - Its popu;
‘la‘:j-t:.i l;s guaranteed to ¢ not-merely by its his-
tnr:,r ‘I: ~t also by its position.. No nthar apot has
such patriotie .and tragie aﬁsucu.uons c]!uging
around it, and froin -no.other point on the lake-
thmt £an 'so pintnrqsque a’ view ‘of ‘the lake, the
\1land, and the two bays be obtained.  In carry-
ing out the work of restorntion thig aspeot: of the
situation should, carefully-be Kept-in view,

. «The. greatest. drawbacks to. be removed are

the nomparativa lna—::cmlbll-itr of bha Fort apd
the praulance of oﬂﬂnpl,\ra gdofsq.n “§ts | lmmadra.tal
vlciniun The' stredt railway will’ eventuﬂ.lly, under:
Propgr ua‘;ﬂa, be. thmugh ‘1o the
aast’au me"‘nxhdbitfp[r gréund. .and’ no. mat- |
ter by whﬁchrwﬂponed route’ it 18 taken {hlther
it will bring passengers ‘nep.rar'to ;the 0ld . Fort
than they are bmggm:lby tl}a prefﬂqt Bathurst
atmet service tn*the;m:nﬁ; of Front and’ B-qthurnt
atreet: Boonar oF i ter Jt-qs ral]way will be|
non;lnu.cg.__g ¢ Islar 1, _many ‘of those- whp
nmake thmmuﬁa, _p.,fr,om 1. paris’ p.b.tha ety ;
will stop off to see &’ spnt 80 tamous and so at-'
tractive.

'1‘he suppresulon ok tha smell nui.nuea 15 a
more dlmnult matter,. for it involves the necessity
of tmna;rernlng a sattled* lndnstry to -another
lmllt;r—parhaps more “than' one. ! There must
be mno talk. or ﬂmuxht of wuﬁmuon in thils
connection. |’ 'I‘hc-aa vho established” - Indqu:riﬁ*
‘there were thought by lLhﬂ public"'genom]lr 1o be
nomg a mmmgnqakle thlng-. -and} if :they: . are
asked- to trh.ns!er their Investménts to other: glnceu
they: mﬁat get fair mmpamtion “for “their 'loss.
This  is not memlonad ag ‘s ground of dlncqur-
agement, but 'as a yeminder that there are ssrlpus
difficulties to. be oyereoms before the pmjecteﬂ
jmprovement can ewﬂstnctmll:r be wmpl,etggl
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The Mail and Empire, Jan. 15, 1909

| sasrolabiol Gevmk drb M '\}
Garrison Common will come into the
care and possession of the city as soon
aa the Government surrenders the pro-
perty in accordance with the agreement
reached two years ago. In that agree-
ment, wa are glad to say, the Militla
and Defence Department provided for
the putting and keeping of the historic
fleld in a condition far more worthy. of

city may not do with it as it pleases.

| This land will not bs as other real
| estate purchased for park purposes or

playgrounds by the mn‘.micipa.]lt}'. or
aequired by bidding in at tax sales. To
whatever public use they may for any
time be put, all the lapds in the city's
unlimited ownership may be cut up in-
to lots and disposed of 1o private
parties. Even where such diversion

from the public use is prohibited by
deed of gift from the private donor, it

is in the power of the Provineial Legis-
lature to:enable the city to turn the
land to private purposes. But the
Ordnance landsthat are about to pass
to the city are to be held forever ns
a park, and may be taken back into the
direat keepjng of the Dominion Gov-
ernment once this or any other condi-
tlon of the deed of trust is wiolated.
The Ontario Leglslature cannot loose
the city from any obligation assumed
in respect to them, for the cily's re-
i lation to them is purely that of a
trustee for the Dominion, whose inter-
exts, of course, no province can legis-
late away. Toronto will be proud to
live up to 4he requirements of the
trust.. The municlpal authorities will
have the warm support of thg citizens
in the carrying out of plans to reclaim
| Gurrison Common from ils present state
. of negleot; to preserve what remains
Cof Is structures and to restore what -

:ﬂmct memorials of events of which the
conumon has been the scene; and to
collect in some of #s old bylldings
scuvenirs of the regiments that have
been quantered there. We say it will
be the plsasure of the citizens to carry
out beyond the letter the city's undeg-
takings in respect to this historic epot.
If Toronto should prove unworthy of
the stewardship thus agsigned to it by
the nation, historical societies in all
parts of Canada would call the Gov-
ernment’s attention to our default, and

Cits past than that In which the Gov- | the Militia Department would resume

iermnent #tself malntained it.

| When the 200 acres is transferred the

its control. To thege patriotic sgcicties
the country owes a debt of gratitude,
of which the sense will deapen as the
Canadian people grow in greoatness. The
Ontario Historical Soclety and the
numerous patriotic bodies affillated and

- associated whth dt jha.\fg done splendid
| worke in stirring up the public and the
authorities to & proper Interest in the

0ld Fort that Is the historic centre-
plece of the Ondnance lands. Reallz-
ing that the first step of the Oity Coun-
oll in fulfilment of its engagements un-
der the agreement with the Govern-
ment would be' the restoration of that
dofensive work, the soclety has pre-
pared a plan of the fort as it original-
ly stoed. This called for patient in-
vestigation of old documents, and
much deélving into other sources of In-
formration on the subject. The plan
drawn up as a result of thess painstak-
ing labors shows the fort as it was be- |
fore the effects of time and vandallsm |
had wrought thelr changes upon it.
The work of restoration calls, first,
for the building up of worn rampants,
the material for which can be obtain-
ed from the now nearly filled ditch that
protected the western batterles; sec-
ond, for the rveébuilding of the stockade
at the foot af the ramparts; third. for
replacing the batteries. At the en-
trance to the Old Forl roadway it 1s
proposed to arect memorial gates, one
to be named in honor of Sir Isaac
Brock, the other in honor of Governor
Simrcoe.  The plan and proposals
should be adopted and worked out by
the city, which is indebted to the On-

~has  disappeared; to  besutlfy the
grounds by tree-planldng, the making’
of flower plots, walks and drives; to

tanio “Historical Society. for Its vaJuable
services in the matter, and in particular
te the socdety’'s president, Mr. Harlow
Cumberland.
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bulldings, and-an elforf slmuld be ntnﬂe to add
the b‘n_:ll ngs to “iHe sights!ot the city” by
glyl an ' adcqupte iconmec mn ;with - the
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butlding In Teronte) should be thirown open to
the publie are fich|in listoric Interost:
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and the  geighbo ing altages, with'theiz old
cellars and| undergfound passages, ould be| made
[ ‘rplundld allrnctln\h at a small ¢ ‘I‘here 1s
in!them_ap appeal \to [romance apd sent m‘elrt
which ghobld not bh pllowed to |lia dormant.
t should “be-uiilized ‘npt dnly to lentertain To-
ronto’s .visftors, but o} glve the people of the
city, and dspecially llld\;nliﬂﬂl children n:n"l' ¢
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The Globe, Apr. 17, 1930

"THI.S NECLECT.ED SPOT."

Proceedings in the House of Commeons
during the present sesslon of Parliament have
revealed the litle-known fact that Toronto's
0Old Fort is In the clty's keeplng. Therefore
upon Toronto must be saddled responsibility
condition of meglect inlo which this
spot has fallen. In accepting a
mr«-mmu-..-mhﬂ
cli lhlt“mdumn.ufuupmlhkl
bs restored to its original condition,” and thal
“the same shall be preserved and malntalned
in that condition forever.”

-This should be good news to the people of
Toronto; but they will want to know why, dur-
Ing all the Intervening years, the Old Fort has
been allowed to drift into its present state of
decay. A plece of land and & group of bulldings
that should be one of the show places of the
city present more the appearance of a neglected
graveyard. This Is historic ground. 1t has been
the scans of sten MNghling. More than a cen-
tury ago its garrison Jooked cut on s forelgn

]
g

il

S
a3

i fleet, under s Commedore, anchored In the|

hummm;mmmmwmt
mmmmmmam,

hﬂﬂuuﬂhﬂmrmmdm-
occurrences in Canadian history, The homes
of eminent Canadlans of an earlier day are
being preserved from detay, The folklore of
the ploneers is being collected and given a
Place in the lterature of Canada. And while
all this worthy work has been golng on, the
oummmmnnmmmamw
mmmmmﬂmm

The Toronto Daily Star, Oct. 18, 1930

of hathn:st
uL nroritunl}e

0. mehns of

: tead, beh‘! slde-
| et f |
L Ir . ¢ W-pm:e
J;,' fan: B 'C-n L!. nder
Fr T and
Hemotisl: tablets laced vithfn t-he

' .ﬂnl; itd site wtl !ﬂ remh‘d:’t_e




The Globe, Apr. 27, 1933

FORT YORK REDISCOVERED.

One of the grati{ying by-producis of {he
yprojected celebration of the cenlennial ol
Toronto next year is the rediscovery of old

E_Furl. York. This anclent group of log and
brick bulldings at the foot of Balhurst Street,
! so sadly neglected as to be almost unknown to
‘ the majority of citizens, yet so slgnificant in
its relation to the birth and early develop-
ment of Toronlo, is undergoing a measure of
restoration in preparation for the celebration.

ToGay Is the 120th anniversary of the
Eattle of Fort York In 1813, when ihe defense
was captured and partly destroyed by an
American force, and Llhe occasion will be
marked by the 3rd Teronto Regiment.
: During the parade a wreath will be placed
on the 1812 Monument in Vicloria Square, a
precious bit of land adjacent to the Old Foit,
and near which many of the dead from the
cempeigns of 1812-14 are luteired.  The
‘action of the Toronto Regiment in keeping
alive the fine traditions of those slirring carly
days, when after more than two years the
Canadian snd British soldiers repelled the
successive invading forces, is worlhy of all
praise.

The attack on York in the closing days of
April, 1813, was marked by gallantry and
dramslic incident, ©On the late afternovn
preceding the atlack the American flect war
sighted lar down the Jake by, farmers on
ESearboro’ Blulfts, two of whom are said to
have mounted horses and carrjed the alarm
10 the town. A projected dinner at Powells
; that night was quickly cancelled, as the fanily
- sought safeiy, and nene of the guests came.

General Shealfe, who commanded the de-
tenders, has never been forglven for his undue
caution in withdrawing a large portion ol the
defense forces to a point of safety down Lhe
Kingston Road, but others played a noble
pert in resisting the onrushing Americans
belween Bunnyside and the Forl. Many of
the attacking force were killed when the
heavy magezine in the fort exploded. and
because of Lhis casually some of the Ameri-
cans wreaked verlgeance on the {pwn and
burned the Parliament Buildings, al the foot
of Parliament Streel. f

One story of the day that is little known
concerns General Pike of ithe American foree,
who wes inortally wounded. It is lold by
Eenscn J. Lossing, an American wriler, in his
book, “Pictorial Field Bock of the War -f
1812, published in 1860,

As Pike was being carried on siup he heard
cheering, end said, “What does it mean?”
“Victory,” answered the sergeant. '"'I'he
British Union Jack is coming down from {he
blockhouse and the Stars and Stripes are
going up.” His face was then illuminated
with & smile of great joy. He asked that the
Union Jack be placed under his head. amd

! died shorlly after
This is n story which should muke Stil

|
1more powerful the appeal of the Old Fori.

i to visitors from both our own and the neigh-
' poring nslion.

21



The Evening Telegram, Nov. 28, 1933

)r-a.l

Restoratmn

L]

5

; Qldj,m:t York Returns to Life, i —=+-

Problems Overcome

}uﬁm}dm :ED
but ‘thanks ayor W. J. Btéwart
‘and the present Glty Counell there is
no .'Iungsr any danger of the old land-

k disappearing under the ruthless
m of Industry.

Citizens who have not visited the
old: ehrine: st the foot of Bathurst
street “lately. will be amazed at the
 transforma achieved by the work-
'men who have been engaed on the
task ‘of tmanuon Eurlnu- nn lut
| sumimer., .

v call let«l ml:
mﬁ: 18 pnutll ¥ oemp

that has|Am

one «pf the
Wumm show plum Iq Oma-
ada when u;r;pl;ud > Ma i
m; H. -R. Alley, Dmm
Centennia), are meetlng many
uhta.:\lu in thelr frantic search for
aﬂmnmtoithlpmpartypomd
pn.r!pd, 1780-1800. ' - "
-~ HAVE DI.TAIL PMH =
‘. The Fort'is belng:restored a8 nearly
as possible to its condition of 1816, | men
at whith time & survey was made
‘an_engineer officer, which = fortun=
ately preserved In the archives, show-
ing everything in the greatest detall,

'I‘henmmtmetlmot tharm-‘

‘and- desolationr:
lledhillfifttr mimr yoays, past. nmrm

Vith the mm
by h‘m?u “Co-Opera

8coop | The artillery plan shown is as fol-

In the south bastion, one 24-
~northwest- bastion, -one. 18« |
pounder. in the semi-circle in the
centre of the oouth.un rampart, two
13-pounders. * -
guns which are at the m-
the property of the clty, are four
long - 32-pounders and, two 64-pound

lows:

earronades, . in addition ‘to the old.

12-pounder and  18-pounder, without
trunnions, . which for generations
served as hitching m I-I. the wut-
ern ‘entrance, to the For

These latter are undoub%edly the
lkwo 'guns that,were strapped to logs
E:l -used .at Iho .of the lves of

def ‘Fort w. ‘the
“'Mﬁ Torontsd' ?‘ﬁplil:!.

_— h a8 priceless a;ll;d
gged up as thn:r were ¢on the day
of the Yankee lniuiol:it;hd disph’gﬁ

As museum’

mm s -
- - BEEK PROPIR GUNSB

. In the effort to preserve hlstcria

accuracy. in the smaliest detall in the

restored - Fort, the Mayor and Col.

.ﬂ.]hy are combing the Dominlon for

g

lnd. Defence at Ot-

arranged for an excl
now In Nepean Park, Ottawa, for two
of the 64's now at uu_.olcl Fort.

These guhs were owned by the Fed-
eral District  Commission. at Ottawa
Afd They ™ have ~graciousiy—agreed-to.
the exchange of the gmaller pleces for
the @4's, which while. m impressive

old ordnance of the Loyal-
I8t days, . some - of which-are of the
slze and needed here, and Mayor

Domirmflon Government when the city
took over the old Fort York property
nearly 25 years ago. .’ ¢ M e
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Title To Exhibition Site
Binds City To Maintain
= OldFort York “Forever”

Historic Bui

dings, Cluttered About by Railways,

Too Difficult of Access — Lakefromt Area
Reverts to Dominiom If Trust Unfulfilled,

1909 Documeit

Viulars te Toronte - eften have
cxpressed pleasure and  surprise
at the long
walerfront that Is public parkland,
and have observed that Lhere are
lew eclties whose choicest area has
ot been carved up ioto privale lols

But thers are not many Iesdenis
of the cily Wstlf who know how
Teorents wcquired those lands.
who reslize that the uilg 10 them

+ s vested in the Corporstinn of the
City of Toronto on & sificily eonic-
t.onel basis.

The Ogptatio Historical Smery has
just browght to light the dogcumeal
which in 1808 awmarded In the oy
\he lands thal todsy conititute |oe
largest pert of Exhitbitiion Park
© The area—ihen 184
vemewhat larger by reason of 100-addd
acres of new land reclaimed
ine lake—was gnen o the rily by
the Dominion Gewernmen!, on oon
azen that “the site of the Old Fary
».tuale wpon said lands shall as far
ay posaibie be restored o 1 angina!

BEIES, Pnw

froem

candtison . . . and shall be preseryed
and ma:niauned n such  condition
fnrever ©

streich of Exhibition

Discloses

DESTROYED 1IN )81}

This “Old For™ is Rwlenic Fort
York. lirsl estabiished on the sifo.
by Governor Simece in 1783, de-
stroyed by Unived States wsvaders
i IRLY, and rebuwilt wn LBL3-IA, Jl.
was lotated then on the tranguiar
paint of land belween Lake Ontarm
asd the thea Garrison Creek, whieh
has now dissppeared

Old Fort York was at ihe extieme
eastern end of the 184-acre grant of
1900, and im return for s under-
taking ld restore the neglected fort-
reas, the Cily of Toronlo was granted
the so-called Garrsen Commoen
which includes all the wateriromt
from Dufferin . eastward to the
road , inow Bathurst st ) that ied
down ' lo old Queen's Wharf. The
tract extended back from the water-
front ms far as the Grand Trunk
right-of-way tnow the CNR trackal

The grant was aclually divided into

two parcels of land, cince CPR tracks -
bisected

the area dlagonally ia the

viclalty of Strechan ave.

In' other words, by that bargaln
of 1908, the City of Torento-scquired
about fe-gixths of the present-day

AFFEARANCE CHANGED

The appearance of the ares today
s subsantlally different from. its
appearance s the ume of that-grant.
Within three years of making the
bargain with tha nion Govern-
mamnl, Toronte underiook waterizont
The lake which had

I‘h:'.ll terms of the agreement—il.
ihough proper resioration of ihe ald
. fotl did oot commence yetll 1832, in

© prepRr

, mlebe el 114

Railways And Bridges Barriers To Historic Fort York

Many persond  helieve. however,

| there 1§ slso an abligation nn the ciy
|“no only 1o restore Oid Forr York,
. bul aise ta.establish 0t as-a place of

historical interest both for residents
and for tourisis. Only sbout 4000
pefsons visited the fortress during
the past year—as compared 1o @ vigi-
1068’ rate”ol aboul 100000 per year at

. ald Fort Henry oulskde Kingston.

Reason for the saie’s faflure 1o al-
irsri more visitors is undoubledly

:dil'irull.,- of sccess. The way o reach

the jor! 1: down & ramp leading from
the middle of Bathurst st. railway
bridge nr by a road crossing Tallway

« ! Lacks bekind Fort York armories

Dut few peaple know  either ap-
progch. and there are no prominent
MERS (18 ALlrart Lhe fourist's atten-
lion, ar o direct his way.

The Parks Depariment, however, is
nnw eonsifering a plan o eofstruct
#n impraved entrance in the histori-
val ssie, with signs Historians main-
tain the rost wiil be infinitesimal
compared wilh the enarmous value
! the Exhibition Park grant.of-land,
bath in ierms of resl estate worth
and & a5 inveluable municipal ansed

PRESENT |
o NOUNDARY
or THE”|

Torenta, by an agreement dated
Feturn, the city undertook to restore an
harbor improvements have expanded the area : a
and the old fort, cluttered about by tailway tracks and bridges, is as dil

1509, won title to all 184 acres of Exhibition and waterfront land shown dotted above. In
d maintain' old Fort Yerk, at extreme eastern end of the grant-ol-land. Since ““.‘ date,
by filling in the bay which once reached the oot of the fort’s south palisades;
fficult of atcess, or more 5o, than it was on that morn-

ing in 1813 when the Americans fought their way towards it.

i
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The Telegram, Jun. 13, 1951

By Wessely Hicks

FEAT TO FIND FORT

Ta drive tn Fort York, s slghi-jover o narrow wooden bridge acroes|soldiers and seamen of the army shn
seer must have the delermination of {a rallway track, drops off suddenly |navy of the United Siates wha were
s woman st & hirgain sale, the skill on the norih side, turna sharp right {killed Aurip ck on York,
of & trained navigator and the caleu- jand ends In frusiration just. oulside ' April 27, 1813
lsting—eve ol a-enlper,. . . the fort | There can be no doubi that, when

The car entrance to the old fort| Yet Forl York Is ane of the few ihe U5, naval and army forces ar-
runs aleng the west side af the Forl  remaining histarical sites in Toranato 1a0ked York an the maming nt April
York Armories, off Fleet st Theland reriainly the most exciting (27, 1813, the feeling was hitter and
sign  which marks the entrance.Men died in and around the gallant he ariian which was fought way |
doesn't beckon sightseers “in, Jt!fort defending the site on which hard and bloady.  Since  then,
whispers confidentially, {Taronle new stands, (Canada and the US have drowp ©

The sign which" 'Inli'\'l “the ._ﬂlrj_ —There is-a-cairn-in-the cdnire nf I'Jfﬂr_ﬂ,t_ lggether than the twn hranze
entrance tn Fort York is about the' ihe Erounds of the Jort: There is a Plagures nn fhe. sides .t hhen S dggal.
‘size of the botiom of & shoe by, It| PlAaue on the west side af the calrn. TITn In the ‘centre of Fort Yook,
is painted white find the lettering|Which faces south, The plague reads | WAR FPART OF ¥OUTH
6n it ls black and small. A man| 0 grateful memaory of Capl. Neal, Rut back during the War nf 1217,
wilh faulty eyesight would have to| NeNeal the Kingy Regiment; volun-(1he 115, was an enenil.  And one
shin up the pole in read ihe sign.|tecr Donald MacLean. York Hlli:in.iﬂ,:mnl itond up and feught for

AN ORSTACLE COURSE and the non-commissioned officersijisell and repelled the invader The

? - and men ol His Majesty's regular war wan part of oir growing i

Onre 1he sign has been deciphered, |hﬂl"‘k fencihien and Yark - ml1|1Ja,|A.,d Fort York and itx garrisnn
the pightseer is nol lnside the Inrl | wha el while defending Vork, plaxed an Imosriant Foir.

He @ put ihreugh a ihetough ob- | April 27, 181 | Teday, Fert York is falling jnte

sacle rouzse driving lest. There In » bronre plagne an the ryin,  1ls  gun  embrasures  sre

The road tn the fort s the drive-|east side of the stone cairn, too. That iesumbling. The floor in seme nf

way tn the Fort York Armories at|plaque reads

its entrapce. Bul it Lwisis behind| “To lhe glory of Ged

the armoriea through pot holes snd |mmnr_- ol

Wait A Minute!

- —rr— |
By Wessely, Hicks

Citry Council and Baard af Contral
are fully awsre that Old Fort York. !
the most significant of Teronto's!
historic sites. is In need of repair and
restoratinn. Back in the summer of
1848, & subcommittes ol the Parks

Committes, under the chairmanship
of ex-Alderman Evereit Weaver

W‘m'sm%ﬂnm which Bow lesds frls F

ope-third 10 the estimaied rcost
hringing the tolal 1o about $200.000.
Beard of Control and Cily Councll

Y PERILS FORT |

sdmission Tee. The subcommiliee of York. would emeurage ¥ishore. And '
the Parks committee suggested, in & dressed-up Fort  York would!

‘allrdet more and more visitors year-
1943, that, il Fort York were re- g Rt L ;

stored, an admisxon fee of 25 cente; COULD BE GRADUAL

enuild be charged and the money Ar 1 may, the renovating of Fort
enuld be deveted in the mainlenance yvorg is Nf’l priority lisi and no se-
nf a permanent guardian whn could 'fjon will be laken uniil Board af

The subcommitiee also suggested ‘question that is & long lst of
that & restored Fort York could belother works on the priority list
the scens of celebrations or com-|many of them of immedisis lm-
memoratlons on palriotic holidays nee.

portance. i
and that regimepis of the Toronto| But the work of restoring the old

flons are nicely dovetalied. The new s more subtie goemy than jovading
road snd wider je 10 supplant|US. troops. And the enemy’s name
o SR PO RS

ronle in 1M% on condition that the
Ciny maintain the gallant ol fon
in gpond repair forever. “Forever”
seams 0 be & rather brel perind of
time, for the fort 1 decrepil right
o, -
However, the Provine dnd the
Dominen  Fontfibuled §1.000 008 10
ihe reseratson of Feri Henry al
Kingston And the provines. threugh
the Niagara Tarks Commuswen, re-
stored Fort George al Niagara Falis
Ensy Fear.
SOURCE OF REVENLE

Tast year. POOO0-nedd peracns visil-

#d Fort Henry and pasd o Merent

ruts. It turna left at right msiet'-"’-!hulm Pika and

- |the buildings are heaving and roi-
g Injitin  The walls are scaling and Alrtiy
Brizadier - General ‘The doors sre patched and warped
the ﬂﬂlml!lnﬂ defaced, Windows are

broken
and there is the musly, dead sir nof
neglect over the gallant old slie,

Evén compared lo the unlm-_g'._-'
rail yards and gravel piis and rom- °
mereial establisthments surrousding
i .'P'trrl—'a‘m‘lr;h—nn—benw —#pt. . JL
it & forlerm patch wf unceriain
Ereen in the midst of the gray and
black of it surroundings

Todey, Fort York ix s direcl
charge upon the city of Toronts The
old fort and & lsrge parl of the

P P ——
e

"y
rontag were deeded o Tm:qulcl B
the Dominlon Goversment in 1300
on rondilion thet Forl Yark be
mainlained fosever in a glats Al
pond repeir
FILOUCRISH 1IN 1354
In 1034, the rity wen! coavulsivels
into metion and made some repairs
fo the fort In order that it would
look rearooably tkdy for Toronio
TEntEnnIN. " Bot since then, ootithe —
has been dome amd 2 bit of sur
heritege ls agirig and dying an rur
doorstep, i




Expressway vs Fo

1t is natural that people who
interested in preserving Toronto’s
torical monuments should be
ﬂlrbed at changes in the plans for
Frederick G Gardiner expressw
wliichwill nip a corner off the groun
of: old Fort York, We believe they a
needlesﬂy alarmed, and that rathel
than doing hari to the old fort, it wi
be brought more to public attention
“*As it is now Fort York is boxed in
by factories, railway tracks and a
bndge Few know where it is or how
tu get to it, and as a result the number
of visitors is not as large as one should
expect at such an 1mportant historical
site.’ As the expressway is planned, a
corner of the palisade surrounding
the fort will be lost, but at the same
time the buildings will not be touched,
and the whole fort will be brought
into view of thousands of motorists.
Unfortunately, because the express-
way is a limited access highway, and
is elevated at that point, it will not be
possible to provide direct access to the
fort from the expressway. However,
those passersby who are attracted can
readily reach it by Strachan Ave.

+« . Fort York Threatened

old F‘ott York, the headquarters 'of
"British power in Upper Canada in the early

period of Canada’s development, is ‘again

under threat of injury. The designers of
the so-called Frederick ‘' G. .Gardiner Ex-
pressway are planning to encroach on its
ramparis -and the ml.'[ltar;r burial grounds
. adjacent thereto, .and run an overhead struc-
» ture across the southwestern corner of it.
. As much as any piece of ground can be,
..0ld Fort York is the symbol of the British

arigins of Ontario, and, indeed, of all Canada.

‘It is comparable to the Plains of Abraham
..-.'un.c-anadimhjswrlcslle, and it was on
'1uglrrlsmla.ndsthutheﬁmerimnin-
vasion of York was fought in 1812.

- About the hezinn!ng of the century,-the
: the City of “Toronto .made’ appmchm to
‘the Government fo obtain the fort grounds,
and was finally ceded the property on the
solemn condition that the whole, of the area
would be used only for park and exhibition
" purposes, and that the buildings of the fort
would be maintained forever as they were
.in 1816. This promise has never been kept by
any City Council Some of the land has
been alienated to other uses. i

Fifty years ago, another effort was made
to put a road across the fort grounds, and

The Toronto Daily Star, Feb. 7, 1958

[he Globe & Mail, Feb. 25, 1958

in the fight against that prnpusal the I..ieu-'-

tenant-Governor of Ontario and the Premier,
Sir James Whitney, lent their direct assist-

ance. The encroachmen nnwbelngpmposed-
merits' a- similar interest from the,pmsent

holders of those offices.

“The preservation of Old Fort York and
its environs was a covenant entered into

by the City of Toronto and the Govern-

ment of Canada. Its violation ought to be
a matter of importancé to the legal pro-
fession of Ontario, who are -supposed to

guard the sanctity of such agreements,

There should be protests from the teachers

“of history in high schools"and universities,
but their silence is an accusation. The fort-

is a superb example of military- engineer-
ing, but it is engineers who ‘are now seeking
to destroy its integrity. Military protests can
scarcely be heard. All these local groups
should be heartily ashamed of their in-
difference.

The ditficulty is simply due to the engi-
neering mania to' make roads straight.
There is plenty of room in the area to
avoid the fort. If present engineering talent
is not up to the demands, let us get some
of higher quality. Fort York should be
preserved.

25
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The Globe & Mail, Mar. 10, 1958

No ISun:_e..n'der !

N

PERPETUAL
| COVENANT
. ToPRESERVE
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The Telegram, May 25, 1958

‘Fort York Repels Invaders

have trlurl!phed. The Legisla-

TI{E tIeIende.rl ‘of histaric Fort York
ture” s ptmdmg : committee * on

Municipal Liw has unanimously reject-

llﬂdiundthebﬂltnammdthe
Helrupohtln Toronts Ket which would
have permifted thé Fred Gardiner Ex-

pressway, to go throuugh part of the fort. -

Perhaps, -as these -who place en-
gineering before -history- suggest, this
will mean an expressway which falls
ghort: of the'ideal. Perhlps it will cost .
Metro a handsome DDfo!gnltHodr-

ecumnavigate Fort York. P&rhaps. also, —

those responsible for ‘planning the

expressway should: have ‘given a little

more thuught to hlslory and to national
'le.nt.iments before_starting work. -

*“'f They - hiad,” in- truth, lm rh;hl to
'ﬁo‘llf.la;__ nahnnal ;monnment. B it
Wi wise nation,” said Joseph:Howe,
“preserves -its records, gathers up.its:
‘muniments, décorates the'fombs of its
ﬂlu.shim ‘dead; repairs its- grut pubIle
““ tructures, and “fosters nnuungl pride
and love.of country, by perpef.utl refer-
ence to the: sacrifices md glortu of
the paat."

“The MPPs “have -hwu wisdom
-where the City and Hetro fafled.  For
this they deserve the xratl.tudl and the
eommandtﬂnu o.f tht natinn.

Serve History .
Let's M ové" ;
Fort'York
To Shore

By SCOTT YOUNG o
With all dué'respect to those

who love playing Horatio at the

Bridge .on behalf of old Fort
York, I think Hiram McCallum
was right when he said again
that the idea of moving the fort
is worth investigating. -:

I also think that it would be
seemly for the York Pioneer
and Historical Society and all

when they-are wrong — and
try to build construe-
tive out of defeat. =~

Mr. McCallum, who is gen-
eral manager of the Canadian

former Toronte mayor, made
the latest “move Fort York"”

suggestion ‘last Friday.

The Globe & Mail, Jun. 3, 1958

g

other valiant’ defenders of our,
historic traditions to, ~admit

It Is sad the way ‘they act’

National Exhibition and a

Immediately, the air became
blue. X ?

If you want to hear invective,
don't go to the fish market.
Just threaten to move that fort.

It is wugly commercialism,
they say. Broken promises. It
is this amd it is that.

.. Really, all the time, it is the
only sensible and broad-minded
solution — and in the long Tun
would serve the ends of his-
tory, tradition and understand-
ing of our past better than most

vu [NTT-38 l-'ill-ﬂ-lu.‘uul. A LMK Lnat
since there .is veéry little-left of -
the -.*nriglm}"n- tort»..-nyway,- a
slroug positive "argument ’ could
be made ‘on ‘behalf 'of moving
the fort back to'the waterfront. ,
"~ There, with"'land now avail-
able,-'a rebuilt fort could be
placed, in a setting that would
be much more meaningful for
slopes up from

of the other solutions. the lake, clean. air, relative

The people who cry, “Save |duiet..:The m “tour-
Fort York!” didn't lose this [ist, or.yakki e band of
fight this year, or last year. local schoole then cowld

They lost it 29 years ago when
the CNR took a good whack out
of the fort for railroad yards,
without so much as a whimper
from the public. They lost it
when the Bathurst St. viaduct
was built east of the fort, when
Molson’s built their own {fort
just to the south, when parking
lots and gasoline stations and
rushing roadways pushed in and
through the area.

It seems to me that the value
of any historic object must be
measured by the extent to which
it fulfils its potential in public
meaning. I would say that Fort
York fulfils about one per cent
of that potential. It is the
darling of the 1local fort-
worshippers, very little more.

be shown something they could
both enjoy and understand

In fact, it would be almost
impossible for anyone even pass-
ing through the:Toronto water-
front area NOT to be constious
of a Tort- :rebullt“'ln 'such a

setting.

This in ilseli would be a-
{reversal of the' present situa-
|tion, when if anyone thinks of
Fort York at all it is to reflect
that it was lucky for the Ameri-
cans ‘that they attacked in 1813.
They'd mnever. even find. the
place, now.

. Forts haw.bun moved be-
fore. In fact, they often were
moved a .few hundred yards
this ‘way or that, back when
they were being used. ' These

moves were made for usefulness
or convenience. It is only since
the advent of the historical
soziety that people have been
loth to move forts.

I would like to see Fort York
rebuilt . on the thpre of Lake
Ontario near where H.M.C.S.
York is now; its proper setting.
- I'd like to see it rebuilt in its
origical form (which isn't the
present one) so that it could
display - once again its full
original functions.

And I'd like to see it man-
aged by historians with a wvital
interest in making our history
exciting to all who pass—inelud-
ing thos- who belong to no
learned societies. -

A film could be made depict-
ing life in and around the fort
at the time of greatest use.
This eould be shown to visitors
on entering. I have seen films
used that way elsewhie;:u (Wﬂ)-
liamsburg, Va., for nce).
It is a great help to understand-
ing what later is seen.

Then we would be doing
isomething to make our history
ilive. And that would be a wel-
jcome change from our present
|prrachces with regard to Fort
York, which often resemble
nothing so much as*a process
of embalming.




The Toronto Daily Star, Jun. 7, 1958

PLAN 10 MQVEFORT YURK

—Star Photo by Pederal Newspholos

SGT. HAROLD FORD AND MRS. J. KEILLER MACKAY
Wife of Lientenant-Governor Gels Mulled Apple Cider

The secretary of the Toronto
civic historical committes last
might described as “vandalism”
a proposal w0 move Fort York
and its cemetery out of the
path of the Fred G. Gardiner
expressway.

Col. J. A. McGinnis said the
proposal “is a scandalous situ-
ation” and a contemplated act!
of vandalisin.

Mr. Gardirer, chairman u[
Melropolitan Toronte eouncil,
said Aletro iz willing to pay for'
moving Lhe hisioric fort “pie
by piece and brick by brick
oul of the path of the $60,000-
00 super highway,

1le =aid the 18ih-ceniury {nct
can be moved for probably
much  less  than  $1.000,000.
Diverting the expressway would
cost about S2.000.000,

Col. MeGinnis said he would
rather have the expressway in-
fringe on fort properiy ihan
see i1 buildings torn down and
pul irg:lher on some olher
sile.

Historic Aliraction
“The forl iz an original,” he
zaid. “We don’l wanl a restor-
alion job which would turn the
building inte a tourist instead

of a historic atiraction ™
Bricks in some of the fort's
hunmmos m:nl-.1. \ul:nhl.r dur-

I nat balleficlds.”

ing dismantling and ‘the bricks
could not

be duplicated.
The fufure of Fort York,

which figured in the war of
1812, came under discussion
| among elvic officials when It
i was discovered two piers of the
elevated super highway were.
to be
Metro later promised to by-pass
1

located on fort land.:

i the fort.

Leslie Saunders, foermer!

mayor, also spoke oul against
the moving of Lhe fort, at a re-
{ ceplion held at the fort by the

storical commilles,
“You can move buildings bul
he said. afler
Lieut~Gov. 1. Keiller Mackay
mentioned “the importance of
preserving tradilien,”
Cannon Is Fired

Afler the liculenanl-governor |
and Mrs. Mackay received the!
guesis, a Reireal eeremony \“5.
anIancd by members of 1he |
Queen's York Rangers and the,
Civie War Velerans.

“Thie flag lowered and the his- :

Ttovie cannon of the [erl was

fired, and then the licutenant- |
governor leak the salule.

During the reception ihat:
followed, guesls were served
hot mulled cider and cakes I1".|:IL
cookies, all made by ladies of '
the Historical commitice {rem
q[r,l colonial TtEIF!{“i

The Globe & Mail,

ronto *Histoﬂca} Board " to" con*
5en!; ta the trémsfer oi' Old Fort

“York to Coronation Park’ of ‘the
ldkefront out of the path of the
F. G. Gardiner “Expressway.l " *

- Mrz Gardiner - told;:board
members and representatives of
other community historical ' so-
cieties ‘that -he “was- ‘fond " of
historical sites but it wouldn't

be_the first time one. had to -bé
moved 1n the name of progress.

_Deslie Sanndus. chalrman of i
fl.he city board said its members

are not in fAver of the proposal].

but will not close its :nlnd to
Metro's problems. -

‘As oputlined by Mr. Gardmer
the expressway route must
either encrc—ach on CPli lands
er lands of Fnrt York in order

& to' preceed ‘cast from behind {he
'ygstegﬁiy pleadg,d th ,__thg “To.] CNE grounds to “any elevatcd

Jun. 19, 1958

podt.ion uva:' Fleet S \- Ay

M Gshﬂner Indle.l.led thal. if
neither;the guardians of the fort
or: thé .CPR: would: give away
land, the expressway may have
to. be halted at'the western-end
of the CNE grounﬂs. e

' This"sectién of: ‘the, Gardiner
expressway ~Irom the ~Humber
R_t?ér to. Dowl.l.ng...&vc. will bé
fotmally- opencd . Afig.,8 by a
ceremony on'’ Humher bridge.
Mr. ‘Gardiner imiitad ule.l_iistor-
ians to .attend. - A A

. Mr. Gardln;r sai{i Metru
would take great carein moving
the fort. and adjoining military|
cemetery one-guarter of a rmle

to the new site under the archi-|
tectural supervision of anyone
the ‘'historical board. wants to
nominate,

The Metro chalrman was told
ihy Mr. Saunders that final de-
'cision on {iransfer -of the fort;
will .remain with ‘city council.|
e hinted that since this deci-
slon could, be made so close, to
municipal- election time at the
end of the year anyihlng could |
happen.
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GARDINER CHARM FAILS
(O CONVINCE HIST%A;gSW

Fred Gardiner, Metro chair-|

demanded It yesterday and his
‘charm was on full throttle,
but he didnt appear Lo make
much progress In urglng Jocal
historfans to agree Fort Yark
should be moved to a new loca-
tion on the Toronto waterfront.

Looking for all the warld as if
he were wa on eggs, he
pleaded eloque for approval
of his proposal that the fort be
moved one-quarter mile to Lhe
south, out of the path of the
lakeshore expressway which
bears his name.

situation,

he told the approximately 235

persons gathered in the Metro

council chamber: *“I'm wp
against the welvel™
Called Boreoit

While a boycott of the spe-|

cial meeting had been called
for by A. Gordon Clarry, chair-
man of the Assoclated Histori-
cal Socleties Commlittee
dedicated to save the fort from
the expressway, representatives
of several groups were present,
although many stressed they
were there as private indi-
viduals.

Leslie H. Saunders, former
mayor and chalrman of the
civic historical committee
which administers the forf,
doubted his group could go
for any moving proposal. “Then
it would not be a historic site,”
he stated.

*“Next to the Plains of Abra-
ham, this is one of the m.u:t

plans would I:ﬂn.;' trouble from
Ottawa.

Fort York and surrounding| 9Ver

lands were sold to Toronto by
the Tederal government early
in this century on the under-
standing they would be maln-
tained as they were in 1816,
he sald. “I imagine this will
soon be discussed In parlia-
ment,” sald Mr, Boylen. “The
government will be asked If it
can condone this act of vanda-
lism.

Harriet Clark, a member of
the York Pioneers, said she
ecould only infer from Mr.
Gardiners comments that the
fort had to go to preserve rail-
way, brewery and groceteria
propertles. “It wont be Fort
York If It's moved,” she stated.
“It may be compensation for
destroying the fort. and a bet-
ter tourist attraction, but you
can’t move a place™’

Bliler Volce

Others referred to military o,
graves In a cemetery to the
west of the fort, and the bodles
of soldiers who fell in the War
of 1812 and are reputedly
buried In unmarked graves all
over the present fort grounds.

ada for us—they died for us™
said Mrs. G. C. Brown. “Dut
of respect for them. T ask you
not to move the fort.™

“You have the final word
anyway.” stated Miss Clark. &
not= of bitterness in her voice.

“I haven't." pleaded Mr.
Gardiner, "Thal's why we're
hers todav. .

He lald {wo plans before
the meeting, a large architect’s
sketch of how the fort would
look In a new location In Coro-
natlnn Park. south-east of the
| CNE grounds, and a scale
model of how the Gardiner
expressway could milss the fort
In its oresent locatlon by cut-
ting ove~ nroperly now owned
by the CPR.

The latter nrovosal, be oolnt-'

cess. as the CPR is l!nwllllnx
to <ive up any of Iis ]m!dlnz!.l
and Meiro has no power lo ex-
oropriate railway properties.
The railwav. he explained, feels |
the land will be needed to store
rallway cars whtn Toronto's
harbor expands/followlng com-|
pletion of the 5t La.wnnce'
Seaway.

“Money Is not the lr.nporunl
consideration bere,” he ehlph-h!
sized several tlmes. .

Early Flan Blocked

He explalned: umc weeks ago
that rerouting the expressway
around the forl will cost up lo
$2,500,000, while moving the'
fort tould be accomplished Ior|
about $1,000,000. His - earller
plan to have the expressway cut
a corner of the fort was'
blocked by the last sesslon of
the Ontarlo legislature,

Original plans lamlu“ m
expressway run ng
waterfront south of the CNE
were. strenuously of |
both the CNE board dirtd.ou'
and the Teronto

In a nuishell, sald Mr. Gar-
diner, I:hdnrq:ithllhtihn
expressway m elther go
north of the CNE and across
tlu:fnﬂ. or else - !l-lllbtlilllo
the -existing Lakeshore Blvd.

ml.hallhcc!m.'uﬂ:hmn.'lt
t handle the traffic..

"In my humble uﬂnlu. sald

10 a6 vety Sasuiiattolon RS-
& Very unsy pos

tion today, hemmed In by rail-

houses and rafllways. Very few
eitirens even know where it 1s.”

“Those men preserved Can- be

ed out. hs3 littla hope of suc- °

ways, brewerles, :lulhter- ;

The expressway

it would be 30 feet In lhe alr,

ng the se Mov-
lﬂl Fort York to the waterfront
would glve It an “infinitely bet-
ter location,” where 1,000 times
as many people could see It as
see It now. .

He explained the fort would
located on new parkland to
the present shoreline to the
be created by filllag out from
breakwater, “We would take it
apart piece by plece and brick
:}r brick, under the supervision

any architect or anyone you
choose.” he told the meeting.

Asks for Help

“You can't stand in the way
of progress,” he stated, pointing
out that before the SL Law-
rence Seaway could be bullt
valuable historic sites such as
Chrystler's Farm had to be mov-
ed. “Ladies and gentlemen,”
said the chairman, “I'm asking
for your help, I'm not here lo
argue with you™ Not once dur-
Ing the 70-minute meeting did
his voice rise to the shout so
familiar at Metro sessions,

Mr. Saunders promised the
civie historical committee would
gIn careful consideration to all
‘his arguments, but added that
moving the fort would, in his
oplnlon, end its value as an
historic site. “In any event, the .
final “responsibility must "rest
with city council,” he sald.

Two persons,. Leslle Varley:
of the Toronto District Ex-
Servicemen's Advisory Com-
mittee and Col. H. F. Alley, of
the elvie historical committee,
criticized Mr. Gardiner for
keeping people “in the dark™
so long about expressway plans.

“If more meetings like this
were held, I'm sure things
wolild progress faster and more

. |harmoniously,” said Mr. Varley.

'“This Is the first time we've
‘heard all the facts,” sald Col.
Alley.

"I acceplt jusilfiable criti-
lclsm.” replied Mr, Gardiner. He
extended a persomal Invitation
to all present lo attend the
apening of the first section of
the expressway Aug. B. “You
will be very proud of how it
is turning whal was once the
twellth worst le one of the
finest enlrances lo a cily In

{ |North America,” he said.
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F he;Fort. Is. Desecrated Now

ORONTO 1: Iortunzf.e in, having
hlslonqu mmded mtn and -

'- vy wcm'ucn irho nse as one 1o defend

the” precnous nlu ‘o! ﬂm city lgalnsl e

desecration: LI! must be said, however

that the fervor of some of them Tlus ;

10 ‘the. extreme of accusing these who
do not agree’ wlth their del‘imlmn of
“desecration” of ‘being Pilﬂls'lmet ol &
]uw order.

The argiment over. l'oﬂ Yarl: Iu:
been marked by Jmphcaimns that those &

who favor moving it to Coronation Park- "
ercompletely devoid of reverence for -
History and for tradition, and that all .

they are thinking about is the Express-
way. Some, of them undoubtedly are
thinking about the Expressway, but it
would be charitable, if not reasonable,

to assume when there ls;nu evidence .

to the contrary that.the luman mind
is capable of embracing thoughts about
roads and at the same timd retaining

respect for works of art or 0! hlsb:-rv
Fort York at pre*:c_nl s surround

l:j! a brevup' \!‘ll‘l:hﬂl.l.'!-et, a cemen
works uld railroad. yards. " Onglna]l!,
it was srlnlteii at the Jake imnt ‘Now,
dug_ 1o the filling.in 'of the lake and to

'mdl.i'ilrial'rzatidn, Ahe Forl-occupies as
‘dreary and iobscure a site as could be

imagioed."

" Those in f:vor of luwpg the Fort
where it is mean that il would be
desecration to mnsplul the Forl to

,its onglll.ll posmon in parkhnd at the

water's edge where it would have a
commanding View and command atfe

‘tion. "It is this definition of “desecra-
- lion™- w:th whichi many peuplc, also

historically minded, will not agree.
The Toronle Histerical Board is
nominated by City Council and, on be-
half of the city, supervises matters of
historical interest. It rests with Coun-
cil to assert its wishes when the Board's
policy eup.ﬂicl; with the public interest.

-

The Telegram, Jul. 4, 1958

FortYork Is For The Public

MEETfNG of the Civie H.lstonca'[
..Committee has. gone ‘on’ record

: opposing ‘removal of Fort York’

to the lakefronl. or any encroachment
upon it. City Council will note that only
clght of the I:Iteeu membr_rs of the
Cammlttem were preseut at the ‘meet-

ing and that two of them appeared o :

lhave resen'al.:ons on the :ubject.
. Even if all fifteen were present and

all categorically- opposed- transfer- of -
the Fort to Coronation Park, it miust

be clearly understood that Fort York is
not preserved for the exclusive edifi-
‘cation. of the Cdmmittee but iur the
people in genenl :

There ‘is,; therefore, every redson
why the Fort should be moved to the
lakefront, not because of the Express-

way but because it will give people a
better opportunity to see it.

At the new site in Coronation Park
a plaque might well be placed at the
entrance to the Fort to point out that

the. original site was 800 yards or so -

to ‘the north; that over the years the
lake in that area had been filled in,

and -that the new site by the lake is

relatively correct. For ‘it was at the
lakefront that Fort York stood when
it met the Amtncan assault on April

27,1818,

On -  behalf Df Lhi: public, Clty
Council ought to commence proceed-
ings, in co-operation with Metro
Council, to move Fort York to the site
where it will be maore convenient for

people to see it and which bears a.

truer relationship to its historical
position.
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Respect For Fort York

EMBERS of the Toronto
Historical Board would
do the public a favor

by joining with othbrs

who wish 1o arouse interest in

Fort York. It may be assumed that

that is one of the chief aims of the

board—to interest citizens in their
historical heritage.

© As Fort. York now stands it

to move the Fort to I.hs waterfrunt
in Coronation Park ‘where it
would capture the eye and be

easily accessible, members of the

Historical Board fiercely protest.
Yet that is exactly where the Fort
once stood—by the waterfront be-

" fore reclamation of ithe lake drove ~

altracts little public interest. This.
is inevitable. It almost takes the

devotion of a dedicated antiqua-’

rian or pathfinder to venture lo
an institution thal is set in a maze
of railroad yards, warehouses, a
brewery and a cement works.

However, when it is proposed .

it to its present inland 1 position. -
The Historical Board. is: BN
ious, and rightly so, to p_l.'ﬂmt

desecration of the Fort, but one -

might wish that it would abandon
its opinion that thoge who are in’
favor of moving the Fort have no

respect for it. On the contrary,

they believe that the Fort would
better serve the purpose of its

. preservation if it were in Corona-
tidn Park.

; The board argues that the Fort
stinds on sacred ground. To move
the ground on which it stands is

* possible. A similar feat was ac
.complished at the* St. Lawrence
. Seaway where earth, cemeteries
_and buildings were moved. The

. same could be done with the Fort,
* and by.the water’s edge it would
..stand “on - its own ground in its

nrlgina] “position,  and on a site
" clear” and musslb]e. where it
would invite thousands ‘of resi-
“dents and tourists. It could be one
of the city's magnetic attractions.
In The Telegram’s view the
proposal could not be more rea-
sonable. It eliminates the problem .
of aligning the Expressway and,
far from desecrating the Fort, in-
duces people to see it and, by their
attendance, show regard for it
For the sake of public apprecia-
tion of history, the board, 4t is
hoped, will agree to co-operate.
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Gardiner Wil Ask
Revision Of Bill 80
Ho Shift Fort York

A proposal to move Old Fort
York and its military cemetery
from the present location to a
more suitable site on the water-
front In order to make way
for the new Gardiner Lake-
shore Expressway will be put
forward at Tuesday's meeting
of the Metro executive, Metro
chalrman Fred G. Gardiner
sald today. - ;

Mr. Gardiner, who described

b G

An application te have the
expressway overhang the fort
was ruled out by a standing
committee of the provincial
jegislature, It was following
this refusal that Mr. Gardiner
!made the suggestion the fort
'be moved “piece by piece and
brick by brick™ out of the path
of the $05,000,000 expressway.
This suggestion brought further
! objections from  historical-

the present location of the fort ' minded citizens and groups.
as "undesirable,” sald it could id to Clty
be re-located on the waterfront ©  Members of the Associated
either within or adjacent to Historical socielies committee
the CNE grounds, on a site were among those who object-
designated by the City of Tor-  ¢d to any suggestions that the
onto, ; " fort and cemetery be relecat_cd
He will also propose that for the expressway. They claim
Metro make application to the the fort and surrounding lands
provincial legislature for were sold to Toronto by the fed-
amendment of the 1953 Metro- eral government early in the
Act which now prevents use of century on the understanding

the Fort York properties for,
highways or other related|
wi

Park Land Now '
‘It the fort is moved to a

new location,. Mr. Gardiner

said, the disposition of the!
former site would be up to &
decision between the city and
Metro. At present it Is con-
sidered city parkland. .
Use of the land now Is con-
fined to its function as a his-
toﬂcudsit; b{fh a mstric;uﬂ
enac y . the -provinge
“Ontw Mr.  Gardiner said.
“Any change in use would re-
quire approval by the provincial
government. -

© brought up on the floor of the:

they would be maintained as
they were in 1816.
The  question was also

House of Commons recently
when Hon. George Pearkes,
minister of national defence,
disclosed the lands would revert
to the crown if the agreement
Lo maintiin them in thelr origi-
nal condition 'was broken.

- 'This new roule, which passes
south of the fort and cemetery,
“deviates very little” from the
original route, George Grant,
Metro roads commissivner,
stated.” - X
Need New Bridge

The southerly route would
require demolition of the On-
tario Hydro building on
Strachan Ave., estimated at

struction of a new wooden
e A o g
ort. - It would & nepessary
to cut through the . northern
part of the Loblaw warehouse
on Bathurst St.

Mr. Gardiner had earlier ew'-
mated such a change would cost
more than $1,000,000. Mr. Gar-
| diner had sald changing the
'route would cost $2,500,000
while moving the fort would
cost only about $1,000,000.

The alternate route as out-
lined' by Metro engineers would
deviate from the original course
just west of Strachan Ave., cutl-
ting across the Hydro building.'
It would continue on, north of
the Fort York armorles across
the CPR rail yard, then pver
Bathurst St., where it would

Mr. Gardimer would have
Metro request the city of To-
ronto to convey to It such parts
of the garrison common as will

‘| eut through the corner of the

| Loblaw warehouse.
Metro officlals indicated the
CPR is now willing to allow the
ressway to cross ils rail

located between Strachan Ave. peen reached with Loblaw's.

So far as the Metro le
department can determine, the
Dominion gove ent no long-
er exercises any jurisdiction
over the property, Mr. Gard-
iner said. cal. : ]

Many Objected

First suggestions earlier this
year that the expressway cross
over the fort or that the fort
be removed brought a series
of outeries from citizens object-
Ing to what was termed “dese-
cration of a historical shrine”.

permit the expressway to be jjnes but no agrecment _hu|
I

and Bathurst St In what he Remaval of a carner of the Lob-|
terms the “most advantageous Jaw building would be neces-
position.” This would be on the sary, however, whichever route|
condition that Metro moves the js chosen. *

| |military cemetery and fort from

the present location to a maore
appropriate spot.-.

A new, Toute for the express-|
way which completely misses
the fort . and cemetery was re-
cently worked out by Metro
engineers.
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"' Historical

The Globe & Mail,
Orphan

.qocieties, Legmn naires ~ and

. other defenders of the old Fort York site .

have fallen back on the argument that the

‘buildings ‘are not capable’ of being moved. -
“They have told the Metropolitan Executive
. Committee - that _the - proposal °

-of Metro

'.Chairman .Gardiner to mqve the fort to the
lakeside and allow the cross-town Express-
" way to go through is therefore “unrealistic”.

All credit

to .their motives and their

horror of encroachment on a shrine; but
sentiment of this sort will frustrate the’

very objective

it seeks to serve. The value

of such historical sites as Fort York is
to give this: and future generations an
authentie -look nt the times and dnings of

our ‘ancestors, -

And h:st:m&l]y ‘Fort York was a water-
front stronghold, -designed to fight a water-

‘borne invasion, :defensible because it was

readily . reachable "with reinforcements and
supplies,’ both_ hy ‘Jlake and by land. Today
it bears” no*such ;t&stimony. Land reclama-

tion has longiago taken the waterfront far

L away, ra.i]ﬁdﬁs 4nd industry have sur-
.;rounded a.tagtuil but,tota.]l:.r isolated it; among

“them they “ha

location which

short, its lastditch defenders are fighting .

ve “engulfed the strategic
pave it historical value. In

Sept. 22, 1958

Fortress .

a physical encmachmem wh:u:]‘l ha.s already
taken place, yet Uverlnolung the even more
{inal ' encroachment of :[orgetmlngs:i which

its isolation makes inevitable. -

'Mr. Gardiner’s - plan  is - to ' restore ﬂie )

fort to its original cnneept nt m.ihtanr
importance - by reconstricting it on a. site
commanding thé harbor. There it can be a’

genuine historical shrine, readily accessible

to visitors, & museum of both the martial =
and civilian genius of its time. It is not the
doom "of Fort ank hut lts m::ue whit:h

. 15 at issue. .

&

This simple and !nmpab‘le altamahve
should be- recognized, so that work ecan -
proceed - on’ the - sensible route for the
Expressway, & road made imperative by the
same progressive development which thrust
the old fort into ‘oblivion. It is not too late

to escape the expensive and impracticable

bending of the Expressway,

but time

presses. Contracts have to be let for the
next section. And not only can money be

- saved on its construction, but undoubtedly

Provincial help can be secured to pay for
the fort's restoration. That way we shall

have both a proper Expressway and a

permanent Fort York. Otherwise we shall

wind up with neither.

‘=

The Toronto Daily Star, Nov. 22, 1958

Old Fort to Stay

Gardmer
Cost Up

Gives In -

$1,000,000

Me;l.ru has :handoned efforts
to shift Fort York to a lake-
“front setting to make way for

the , Frederick . G ‘Gardiner
expressway.
Instead, the : Will sk

the. fort—at- a cost: alm
£1,000,000 more- than' if the-fort
had been moved.. .

Mr. Gardiner, Metro counmi
chairman, said he dropyed his
proposal to shift the fort when
the Associated Historical Soci-
eties indicated they would fight
the shift-up to, the federal gov-
ernment. ;

. -Three. “times Gardiner
was prepared to iutroduce his
proposal to Metro executive
committee. -Each time he
changed his mind because of
strong protests from the socie-

fort and garrison burial g'n_:und
to Coronation - park from’ its
present location, hemmed in by
railway tracks - on the- north, |
the - high = levél bridges of;
Strachan Ave. and Bathurt SL
on the west and east, and the-
expressway on the south..-

*We met the histm'lu'l peo-
ple and showed them how much’
better a lakefront site- would:
be,” said Mr. Gardiner. ".IZ‘I::e;'i
sald they'd send a report. Wej
never got it. Eventually, if you
want to have.a road, you have
to have plans,- so we went
ahead with an alternate route.”

The $95,000,000 expressway
originally went 35. feet over a
corner -of the fort. This was
changed when a provincial gov-

ties, especially the 'l‘uron-to His-
torical board.
His proposal was lo move the

ernment committee refused to
allow the road to ovcrhmg the
fort.
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The Globe & Mail, Dec. 10, 1958

¥t to Do With-Fort York 10

et . sl 15

May I put forward some commenls on the
controversy over Fort York? 1 write In my

“personal capacily as a professional historian, -

not as an associate of the sp-called “hysteri-
cal. hlstorical societies” who bhave been ac-
cused of ignoring the .public interest and
trealing history as their own privale concern,
Yet it does seem lo me that some betler
description is due to a small, devoled group
of people who have worked for years to help
preserve our historical heritage In thls Prov-
ince—when, except for sudden brief outbursts,
the general ‘public could hardly have cared
less. If this small group has ever regarded
history as its own private concern, It may
‘well be the result of the mass of the people
failing to show concern at all. Thus Fort
York came into its present situation: but
that brings me to my first point,

1. It is not just a. matter of a small group
wilfully obstructing a slmple, stralghtforward
demand la move the fdrl. Fort York slands
on original Crown_property made over to the
City of Toronto by the Federal Government'
on the express condition that'it be kept in-
violale, Yet all around that properly has becn
infringed upon. If the surroundings of Lhe
fort now present an unattractive picture it
is precisely because that condillon was notl
respected—and the public did not arouse
themselves to . prevent it.

2 It is far from cléar whethér the actual

physical structure of the fort can be . moved-

without destroying it. If the buildings are
taken down, for instance, the old brick in
the walls may crumble beyond any possible
re-use. Granted 4 lot of the brick and build-
ings even now are of modeérn (re-) construc-
tion: this, in fact, may also be a reason against
moving the fort. Its signiflicance now lies
less, perhaps, In ils structure’ than in the
-site itself—this. is where historle events oc-
curred. 1f the buildings are not fully original
angd - authentic,- then the place certainly is.

- 3. It does mot necessarily follow that be-
cause a historic site does not have the same
surroundings it did a century or so ago that
this is" justification for declaring It a historic
site no longer. There are ancient castles and
cathedrals. in Britaln naw standing in the
hedrt of smoking industrial cities, but no ene

suggeits moving them .hecause this fsn't quile .

the landscape of the 12th Century.

atnig 3

v 7 4t Ret g “1o'!Fott: York, how .can we
‘fell ‘what 'an 80 years might do lo a -
elocated site? That. question might seem a
little remote,” but the very' essence of -a' his-
torig site is*that it doesn’t ‘just belong to us,
but to the past, the present, and the future.
Suppose we move It,‘and in 30 years changes
we cannot foretell ‘have spoiled the new loca-
cation, or the fort again is neglected. What
would remaln? A -crumbling, . phony ruin—
whereas, at least where the fort now stands, It
will always remain an aiGthentic historle site
{for redevelopment, even when our present
jdeas of “progress” may scem laughably old-
fashioned to our descendants and the “new”
Expressway itself may be a superseded wreck,
©If we move It, do we have any real assur-
ance the new sile will be respected? Was the
old one, depite a definite requirement? And
if we_leave it where it stands. may not Toronlo
gome day follow'Chicago's fine example ind
clear: Indusiry -out-'of th¢ central lakefront,
and creale ‘a ‘shoreline -park system 1o be

* graced by old Fort York?.The point remains,

it 1s sheer short-sightedness to think only
in terms of the present and ignore the future,
Hailway lines and brewerles are not eternally
placed where they are, Our waterfront has

" changed before and will change again.

-8 It §s not a conclusive argument o say
that- the forlt oncg stood by the waler and
mow no longer. does. ‘The shoreline might
alter in a new location, too. :But, in any case,
‘thie present site of-the fort makes clear In
shirp, dramatic fashjon how Toronto's harbar
front has grown—It fllustfates history In it-
self. Besides, o grounds that the setling
now mo longer looks as It did, one could
justify clearing bulldings to make farmlands
in towns, - or even planting héavy forests, ax
proper. backdrops for othép historic structures
adross the Province,

6. Finally, a hislorle site Is not merely
a tourist attraction, to be shifted around lo
where It will draw the biggest gale. Of course,
it §s important—highly important—Lithat people
should see It, know it, and recognize Its worth:,
natives, perhaps, fdr more than visiiprs. And
of course It is all to the good lo realize Lhe

~practical cash value of historle slructures,

But come what may. these can only be second-
ary to the site’s prime purpose of preserviig
the reality of the past—*“Here such-and-such™
actually took place.” If yYou don't have that
essential’ reality first, then, however excel-
lent the reconstruction or construction placéd
elsewhere may be, it still Is only make-believe,
Would we do that to a fort and site that
represent the very beginnings of this city—
however good for business?
Toronto. ~J. M. S. Careless.
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mg a go-nd ch.ew yesterday abuut Fort .

York ‘while munchmg their sandwu:hes
“Dlsgraceful my dear, wantmg to mﬂ?e
- that precmus patriotic ".relic just 'lQ

.make wdy for.a dreadful expressway.”

““Yes, -heartless. And all—all, my dear
‘=of the Toronto papers want the_ fort
- moved! What's the world coming to?"

Dear -ladies: because all three
Toronto. newspapers may favor remov-

-ing Fort York to a more sightly and
strateglcally accurate site on the lake-
ghore, ‘and fhus getting it out of ‘the
path 0f°tl}e expressway, does not mean:
that 'they have no sense of historical’

fitness. To the contrary. newspapers
,generally are careful, even sentimental,
about our historical monuments. Pro-
‘gress must not be allowed to erase the
“good past.
i The Star, editorially and in articles,
"has constantly emphasized the impor-
“tance of historical mementos and

records. _praised Premier. Frost for his

tender sense of Ontario hlstory and
certainly never condemned city “or
Metro council for grants to such organi-
zations as the York Pioneer and His-
torical society.

- It is because we have a lively sense

of history and wish to see Fort York
preserved that we advocate its’ removal
nearer the lakeshore—out of the way
‘of the bulldozers of the future. If it is
‘not moved it is likely, some day or
other, to be wiped out.

The fort's re-siting would be desir-
able anyway, even if an expressway
had never been thought of. The present
situation is ugly; the fort is hard to get
at' and jam-packed between-a-brewery,
an abattoir and railway sidings. The
lakeshore park. site a few hundred
yards away would be more sightly,
accessible and true to historical flavor.

Instead of fighting the move, the
Toronto Civie Historical committee
should welcome the chance. For judging
by the fact that the committee needed
(and got) a city council grant of some
$26,495 this year, and similar grants in
other years, it could never by itself
afford fo make the.expensive move.
Now the fort can have a proper setting
at no cost whatsoever to the historians.
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: ':.’lthnheenmdthatlhc:ln‘. ;
“and therefore has nu_hl.storlc:l ;‘ 3oly x
‘tﬂlq“\i" ST _I.,_!“,_'u i

’;“‘gpﬁ{

.71t has been"suggested’ that -ﬁu fort? nmbe mmd :

usum:! lt|:heapl_~r This. i{ a monstrous Tie::

as not been said yor: red; i
-that the fort stands on someé of &%mwmm'h?mm ga.
in:Toronto:: The, lowest. possible* éstimate sof the land -
value is $150,000 an acre. [tmldnuke tl‘)ﬂh’ﬂtﬁfﬂl’
a factory, a l.empf.mg parhng lot for =EN'!, 2 mouth-’
\nttrm.g way extension. = - s i T
5 A Tot of high-minded " remm have: been aduued
for. “moying Fort- York but the real. deep: down’ ‘reasons, fg
MEE:\: ‘to'me; have always had'to do with: mpney.
W =Qna“l':a:ou for . au.the;hm, lt dmp-,wm

are enmnchm; on land ‘tq
r:.ght. -That land"is.the 200 3
-mon: which: surrounds” Fort:.
Cam-:lla,n Mational - E:hlbltlun:
'in /190940 condition ‘that it be sed.
industrial fairs and that the" for:"be E
tuned*!n its“orfginal- condition: farye

i:elThere are 22 acres left ts
neigh 'E:m-lsm; cemefe

S i PP T A, v SR WL

As it Looked 'In 18t6"

The city did not get lmund tn npalnng the fort
until 1932, by which time most of the Common had been
whittled away, some of it quite improperly.-But the fort
that stands-today i the fort of 1816 as it was mbmlt
- during and after the war of 1812,

“Some of the bulldings are missirig but the eight that
stand are all origindl. One of them; the Simcoe block-
house, goes hck::tl;g: and is the oldest building. in_

e gLEEle,2 svery-{irst.—The -brick, slone,~
MW sash, Jogs and trim’ in-these hn{ldings
have been there since the begloning.

The brick §s hand formed and soft. The foundations

go down four feet. How

in God's name could you move
e to take them apart and piece

themtngﬂhaertguzuuumtnrinumoﬂh
at much-
discussed million, but you would mot then have Fort

not have the cradle of our history.
Fort York's site is easily as important as its

set but you would

eight

buildings. Half a dozen famous militia ments
“had
their beginnings on this sofl Simcoe, ul;:ﬂiounder :f

Toronto, slept here and so did Brock, the
saved Canada. General Pike, of Pike's mﬁei:‘ﬁl I;ﬁ
storming tlm ramparts. Yonr,e St. was planned within

ll'uu walls

soldiers who were killed at 2.30 pan. on: Aprn 27,:1813, _

when the original fort was attacked lnd._puﬁl.'llr-ﬁe-

stroyed. The bodies were carted off and the'plant built®

It is gone today: the fort remains. -} hp}u:‘; ek

In 1933, excavators discovered’ two .artilléry pleces.
half buried in the fort soil. They were able to-1d

them specifically as guns used in defeme of the fort, >

against the Americans.

mpofthedbe,umenpml:pntm:rked‘;\}” Hﬂ '

figured it meant *ash pit," measored out the “distancs
on the old charts, and there, just below the surf itef
2 conventional -British army, ash pit, .,dx ‘by ’it'
disturbed for more than a hundred years. bt
How ¢ould you move this site, with all m-:ﬂ
to the sterile fill of the likeshore? -3 .

=

A Glimpse of the Past R

Wrun you step inside the walls nf lhe o]d turt aan
walk across the quiet common between the buildings of
old brown btick; you glimpse the past. .The fort gtands

high,’ guarding the city and the harbor as*it‘ias’ meant -

to do,:and today it overlooks 140 yean o\l chlngs lnd
Progress. <

"Below runs the old line of the ]aka lud yuu can iea
it clearly, curving westward toward the CNE. Dlmcuj'
beneath, the reclaimed land, ribboned ‘by rafl and road.
stretches toward the water. To the east, like shadows
of the future; the spires of the new Toronto rise abové
the old fort hu.lldmgs (Did Simcoe ghmpu 'r.hem too
in those far off dars*]

Itis Iisltis‘[ﬂng view but a sobering’ one. for it uﬂs
you that so much of what we know is lmpamaucnt,_
Expressways will come and Eo every quarter centu
lakeshores change at the whim of man and nature, rlll
yards shift, factories rise and cmmhle Crn.l,r on ﬂ:.est
10 acres do we walk with history. .

It is perhaps true that the fort ls lnmnrenlnntlg
situated (though 50,000 people visited it last summer}—
but so is the Tower of London. Most historical sites are

found in odd places. That is why they are historical. . -

We can build a phony Fort York on the lakeshora
if we.wish and watch the lake move back from it again
and new expressways cross its front yard. .And perhaps.
for awhile more people will see it. Will they see the real’
McCoy?. No, alas. In an age of sham and simulation’
they will sce another piece of fakery. They will see 2
side show but they will not see a shrine.

And meanwhile, back at the old fort, somebody w‘ll.l
have got himself a fancy piece of real estate

1y
"
R
_ ""-i:'

w
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By RAYMOND HILL - 2'4
Telegﬁim “Staff Reporter *

with.- Mayor ‘Phillips 'today _in
acfion aimed ' at “moving = Fort
York ‘ to' Coronation Park and|
out: of the' way of the multi-
million" dollar Fred "G. Gardiner
expressway. -

It marked the first time that
the - Premier had entered - the
battle ‘of the fort—a- battle
which : -has . been raging . for
nearly two years.

.. Mayor Phillips called- for the
removal of the fort to Corona-
tion Park on Monday in his in-
augural address-to Cliy Council.

PrenfierFrost joined forces|-

:Iound respecl'." fu-rnlhc tnrts
charged. "*.u-' ’-ifclendﬂ-s who thwarted. prev-
- He “m “lhis hnrrible’ ‘ious ~moves _to ° l:hange lts
‘créature ‘Gardiner, was behind; Jocation. - "t s
the flght to' move the forl.” | pHe aid {he “moving ol ﬂw.
~ The & reskwiy was“hdm'bly fort  would - likely - cost ~more
name:d" he insisted.: ;- |money than bmldmg l:he ex-
First - oﬂ:cinl indication- of pma!' around it. - .
support for*the Mayor’s stand| 1’ yould not be”an “act’ of
came from the city, P“k‘ ©COm-| jesecration but the reverse,” he
mittee yesterday,” said. The present fort, bounded
A mnjority» ‘of ; commmee by railway yards and away from
‘members favored moving the. |{he -chanmél -which used to be
Fort to Coronation Park but:|to the south is in its least ad-
- insisted wpon- having reports -|vantageous- position.
from - Parks: Commissioner CO-OPERATION

George Bell: before - mchmg
a final decision. .- .- He pledged Provincial Gov-

. “If the city, in its wisdom,
- feels that the moving of the
_fort and its restoration to i

commanding ~position ‘shoul ;.

lie -undertaken, the Provine
is-prepared to regard the
moval ‘as-a Inghwa\y under:
. taking and- pay 50: per .cent..
of the’ cost,” nid the Premier
in a letter to Mayor Phillips.

Fort ' York’s defenders ~were
caught by surprise by the sud-
den turn of events.

A. Gordon Clarry, chairman
of the city's associated historical
societies, said the fort’s defen-
ders would stage a strategic re-
tredt to Otftawa in the hope

|would intervene.
|~ He charged that Metro was
attempting to take over the
land in the hope of *“getting]
into a big real estate deal” and;
selling the 22 acres that would
be left over after the.express-
way is built.

“Two-industrial concerns are

that the Dominion Government|

.But he. said he had. a pro- ets:nment co-operauon in moving
i4The. prnvmce 'has had . _ex-
perience -in ' moving | hmtnncal
sites in the' construction of -the
St. - Lawrence - Seaway, Every
grain of sand in the old fort
and every brick can be removed
and restored. The-same applies
to the little cemotery beside it,”
he said.

" Premier Frost sald the On-
" tario Government - was = pre-
.pared to' make an “archaeo-
logical survey of the surround-

ing area to make sure that
IF nothing is lost and fo make
| possible the actual restora-
| tiom of. things which perhaps
have been forgotlen and
buried over the years."

He said reasons for moving
it were “overwhelming.”
- Last year, he said, Fort York
had- 20,000 visitors. In a new lo-
cation, it would be visited by
“hundreds - of , thousands,” he
said. .
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Prernler Frost is a patron of the York

Pioneer and Historical Society, an honor he '

‘merits becayse oi his deep interest in the

history, of this Province. As proof of that in- ..

.- terest, there are the numerous sites of his-

torical walue which have been preserved

throughout Ontario under Provincial Gov-

ernmen: auspices, and the careful relocation

. of . historically sigm{icant buildings in
Seaway Valley.

Thus when Mr. Frost speaks of Dntarlo

history; it is with the authority of one who,.

has genuine feeling for, and appreciation of,

“that subject. And when he endorses. the-
proposal to move Fort York to the lakefront -

_ —as he has now done—it must be concluded

that the idea has more than enough merit

to outweigh the objections of the overly
sensitive historical purists.
The Premier has backed up his declara-

. tion with an offer, on behalf of his Govern- -
ment, to pay half the cost of moving °
; E to secure agreement- from the Dominion
. Government for the. project. Such agree-
. ment,. now that Mr. Frost has thrown his’
- weight ‘on the side -of relocation, should be

the Fort (expected to mount to at least
"$1 million). This generosity :is ‘possible

because the Province pays half the cost of

new roads, and the Fort's relocation would

_be part of the Gardiner Expressway project.-

 Mr. Frost cmd the Fort {W/M

The quc%tl-:ln of whether the expressway
goes around the Fort, under it or over it
has become academic. Wherever it is routed,
it will succeed in cutting off the old bastion

further from public access. And when the’

interchange is built to link the expressway
with Highway 400 some years {rom now,
the Fort's submergence. will be complete,
It is only common sense to move it south

- to the lakeshore, where it can once again

proudly stand guard, freed from its tangle

"of railway sidings, I:uridges and industrial

buildings.

As the Premier said, moving Fort York
would not be an act of desecration but the
reverse, since it has already been desecrated
by faulty planning which permitted it to
become all but lost from view. And when

. he stated that every grain of sand and every

brick could be removed and restored, it
was with the authority of actual experience.
© All that- remains now is for the city

quickly forthcoming. JOJAN "%
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Shift Of Ground
On Fort Battlegfff; |

Should Fort York be moved? The
answer depends on whose sense of his-
tory you prefer. .y: . . . )

On .the one hand are those who .
regard d historic building as a sort of
national shrine, a place for pilgrimages.::
To tamper with it is desecration, and
the ground it stands on is hallowed: On
the other hand'are those like Premier
Frost who believe the main purpose is”
educational, to evoke a picture ‘of things
past. To'move Fort York to a2 more"
accessible site, is not to them a desecra-
tion but an enhancement of its virtue
es a teacher of the past. . .

The question of whether or..not
money will be saved by moving the

fort. ouf of the way of the Gardiner

expressway is mo longer a significant
Issue. Premier Frost has said “it might-
tost a little more” to move the fort than
lo leave it where it is and by-pass the
expressway around .it. The - original

The new revised route, of the express-
way crosses property used by the CPR
15 a marshalling yard. The railway has :
said that with the seaway soon open-
| ing, it cannot afford. to give up any
yard space. It has agreed, however, to
sxchange some of its yard for a piece !
-f Fort York grounds of equivalent size, ;
into which it can extend its yards.’
Unless Fort York is moved this deal
vith the CPR falls through, and the
whole business is right back where it
itarted.

If the fort is not moved the express-
way will have to be built over the gar-
rison cemetery, which is the original
slan to which the historical societies
ook violent objection, or alternatively,
1 will have to be built with a sharp and
naybe dangerous curve to avoid the
*emetery, the fort and the CPR. This
5 the plan on which engineers based
‘heir $2,000,000 extra estimate, and to
which they are still opposed.

All other considerations aside, The
Star believes the old fort desgrves a

estimate of $2,000,000 to by-pass the = petter setting than it has now. We agree
fort, it now turns out, was exaggerated.  with Premier Frost that to move it to
The actual cost, if the route now fav-  the waterfront is not an act of desecra-_
sred can be followed, will be about tjon but afitting tribute to its impor-
}860,000. Engineers estimate the cost {apce in Ontario history. The real
»f moving the fort will be in the neigh-  gesecration would be to hem it in with
borhood of $1,000,000. Mr. Frost has 3 {hree-level expressway interchange ‘of
sffered to pay half. noise, speeding automobiles and- gaso-

But though difference in cost is N0 jjne fumes. But if it is moved’ the
longer an issue, other considerations principle of an acre of mew parkland
may make removal of the fort desirable. «for every acre taken from an existing

MOV OF FORT.
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- Initiative ‘now lies with city
council whether-to~ move® the

said -today. “If ‘they decide, to
mave i.t:-’:we']l play ball "with
e .ll .i 1 of.rnw'ing;
Personally in favor
the fort to a waterfront position
more in 'keeping with - its
former - strategic purpose, the
premier ‘said - that ~the.. under=
taking would be considered as
a - highways: project by« ‘the

old Fort York, Premier Frost years

emier - pointed  out

-The . pr .
Ithat -he had'said ‘in-his letter

to Mayor Phillips that the fort
already had ‘sifffered over 100
of faulty planning. Sur-
rounded by buildings * and
roads, it-is ‘hidden away and
gives no Idea of its former
military - value in defense of
York, he said. R i

“If the decision is to move
the fort, we'll also supply’
archeologists and othér specia-
lists they -may need to see that
the most thorough job is done,

province which would pay:half
{the. cost. - . - :

and not even a grain of sand
is missed.”:
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Fort York Cas
Needs Closer Look

b newspaper may omsinnauy elalm
: woman's’ privﬂega and chnnge its
mind; - should “change’ ‘it, “if-. there is
enoug‘h ‘alferation in the facts of a case.
The fadﬁaMut the - conflict between:
the Gardiner. express\n:f and Fort ':'ork
have changed enough to cause serious
misgivings .about the wisdom of mwlngi
theuld fort toam llte.. = ot

The original case for ‘moving the
fort to \the waterfront was based on
the uving of dollars and perhaps lives.
It was said by Fred Gardiner and other
‘Metro sources. th;t $1°to §$15 m Jlion
would be ‘saved byﬂur move as against.
fhe . cost of, swinging “the expressway
around. the -present. siﬁ and: pulung a
dangemus curve il}to | A

~The Star~ ‘accepted these ‘statements
iln good faith, but. the]r have mow_col-
{apsed entirely Metro no longer claims
that-any-money will-be saved: by--movs,
ing the fort, and Premier Frost says “it
might cost a little more” than to leave
the; fort alone and hypus the express—
way around it.

“ It - might’ cost a mue mora, and it
mllzht cost,a whole lot. more.. Metro’s.

estimate nf. $1..million ‘or..less.for . mov-
ing the fort slone-by-slone and Drick:

by-brick is considered a vast under.
estimate by some builders and arche-
‘ologists. . Before” .takinz any action- on

the - propasal,-city “and Metro :councils’
should- demand: an: appnis{l by inde-
pendent experts.” *

. Whereas the- cust issue .is nqw re-
'.rerud the safety. Issue—if. it is- real
at. :ll—has become mare.involved. The
revised route for the expressway. mi.qses

the_fort and has no sharper curve, than

the.original plan which would have had
the expressway pass above.the south-
west corner of the, fort. But.the new.
route- would require the use of.some
CPR land, which-the railway is unwill-

‘Ing to give up unless it zeu a piece of

Fort York.land’ In‘ :ch nge. . .
. This mturmﬁon was nof ‘made bu'b—'
iic by Metro ‘and provincial authorities.

It~ has ‘prompted ‘speculation that: the.

politicians’ ~real- purpose -in-trying to
move the fort is to-open up its present

site for develnpment by private. com-
.panies. ‘We do not know whether this

culation {5 true. But we' are’ qmte'_
sure that’ the publie would not sanction’
the invasion ‘of “our most important
historic site, the cradle of Toronto, for
the purpose of private gain. We also
know that the public has been misled,
either by carelessness -or design, about
the -cost of by-passing the fort. This Is
enough reason for the public’s repre-
‘sentatives to make searching reeumi-
nation of the whole question. - .
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Fort York: Defenders
Near Trmmph

'l‘he ﬁrst battle of Fort York was
:wnnmamturﬁhombymamu¢ ,
mgAmeﬂms. Thenemndhatﬂe of
‘Fort  York, " which “Has ‘been raging
“nearly a year now.: appem likely to
".endinatotalﬁctoryforlhed&enders.
~‘Metro. Chairnian -Gardinér is -drop-
: p_ing ‘His récommendation’ that the fort
‘be moved to the waterfront, and he con-
cedes that the Gardiner expressway can
be built without encroaching either on
.the fort or the garrison cemetery.

The Star welcomes this announce-
ment, because recent revelations have
made it clear that the case for moving
the fort is something less than com-
pelling, from the public-interest stand-
point. It wouldn’t save any money, for
one thing, and might indeed cost a good
deal more than leaving the fort alone
and swinging the expressway around it.

Mr. Gardiner's reason for changing
his mind is the fear of litigation which
might tie up the expressway for a year
or two. This is a justified féar; when
the federal government deeded the fort
to the city in 1909, it stipulated clearly
that the site should be restored to its
original condition “and preserved and
maintained in such condition forever.”

If the Gardiner announcement sig-
nals the end of the removal project,
then congratulations are in order to the
defenders of the fort, mobilized by the
Associated Historical societies. Their
struggle was tinged with hysteria at
times, but was nonetheless sincere for
that, Those who care most about the
fort and its meaning to Toronto want
it left right where it is, a fact which
should afford some consolation to the
losers.

The Globe & Mail, Jan. 22, 1959

** Alfrontal.Attack --

J:-. - . _a.,,. P g ;ﬂ' -
”“\I:}e.:o.t Fort Yorkils to. he,zeitled
by med&’dm of March 31, no time must -
.be lost in takinz the various steps necemry
before the historic. ‘hu]ld.lngs ‘can be/moved
to a showcase. site on the lakefront. Metro-
politan Council must consider its Executive
Committee’s ~decision : to ¢ encourage = City
Council in the project; City Council must
consider whether - to ask, Ottawa “for the
necessary permission; and Ottawa must then
decide whether to give its approval
« On all counts, and for various Teasons,
the answers should be in the affirmative.
None of the parties concerned should be
influenced by Metro Chairman Gardiner's
change of heart on the subject. His decision
to stop working for the'relocation of the .
Fort is based on a hypothetical possibility;
none of the strategic and historical reasons
“for rescuing the old bastion: Irom oblivion
has changed. 4

Nothing could be’ gained by. lﬂ.ﬁng the
Fort where it is, lost among the encroach-
ments of modern civilization and entirely
removed from its original context. It would
be a desecration of history not to move it,
as Premier Frost stated when he announced
the Provincial Government's moral and fi-
nancial support -for relocation.

Mr. Gardiner now seems to have :ccepted
the alternative routing of the Expressway.
around Fort York—although the alignment
is inferior to the original one which cut
across the area—and is content to leave its
relocation until such time as Highway 400
is extended. That would not only necessitate
adoption of the second-best route for the
Expressway, _but—with inflation showing.
every sign of continuing—would necessitate
the spending of a much greater amount of

T

. money when the’ Fort is inevitably moved.

There is no valid reason for further stall-
jng; all the arguments have been threshed
out and nothing further can be contributed.
The wvarious bodies concerned should ex-
pedite the relocation project without delay.




H A GGA RT Yes._. But Odds Are on ?;;{?.Fmﬁ,

'SDAY' was the day they saved

Fort York—almost. But they
couldn't save Nate Phillips.
. It had been a bad day for the

mayor all round. He'd had lunch
with the Yonge-St. Clair Businéss--
men's association and endeared -

himself. during his little speech by
saying how 'glad he was to- be
addressing such an active organiza-
tion as the Yonge-'Bay -Bloor
association. :

He managed to get away from
Aux Maxims. at le Cabaret, where
the St. Clair businessmen have

lunch, in time, to make the Metro

executive meeting at two, where
he scored his triumph of the day.
The others of the executive
agreed to start the council meet-
ings of alternate Tuesdays half-
an-hour later than heretofore, on
the mayor’s plea that the press of
official business is particularly
onerous during the lunch hour.

Quick Lunch

“Sometimes,” said the mayor, “I'
get tied up at city hall and only have
a minute for lunch.”

Fred Gardiner helpfully obliged
the mayor .by extending the lunch
hour of alternate Tuesday, but
Gardiner was to prove somewhat less
understanding a few minutes later
when they came to that lingering
time-bomb item: should old Fort York
be moved?

Gardiner, as he often does when
he is in troubled waters, began by

speaking in the third person: “When*

: {he chairman comes to the conclusion
that what he has said is no longer in
‘“wlhe best interests of the Metropolitan
“orporation—I can charfige my mind,
1 f";n the last few days I have

: d my mind.”

&%ﬁrederick G. Gardiner Ex-

ronto Dai

pressway could be bullt without
planting a pler in the grounds of Fort
York and without transgressing the
military cemetery, If they decided to

move the fort anyway, it was now -

clear the historical societies wou]d try
to stop it in the courts. 4

Gardiner was cautiously reviewing

his logic. Nate Phillips, ‘in the chair
to his left, lnokedl pale. .

They all knew by .now, Gardiner
went on, how long an obstruective case

in the courts could take: the subway

had fau.ght them that lesson.

"The main thing I am impressed
about is the threat of litigation. We
have plenty of places to put Metro-
politan money other than in moving
‘old Fort York, particularly if it is
going to give rise to litigation."

Mayor Unhappy
The reporters, sensing now what

was coming, tensed up, stopped
doodling funny headlines and got

+ ready for the rush to the phones.

Nate Phillips looked unhappy.
_Fred Gardiner had a mimeo-
graphed recommendation before the
executive, asking fhem to move the
fort to the shore of Lake Ontario.
Finally, he came to say what Nate
Phillips and the reporters had sensed
a few moments belore:
to withdraw my recommendation. I

will not change my mind again. This

is the last I will have to say on the
subject.”

And with {hat he fook Lhe piece
of paper and symbolically tore it
three times into halves.

It was obvious who the next
speaker had Lo be. There was a pause.
“Well, Mr. Chairman . . ." Nate
Phillips began slowly.

Chubhy Christopher Tonks, the

reeve of York township, saw his.

worship's predicament and laughed
out loud.

Only twao wecks before, NMr.

“1 would like

, Jan. 22, 1959

: Phll].lps had finally hken a puhhc
. position on the mml'ing of Fort York.

In his speech to the inaugural meeting
of his council he had .said: “We all
know ‘that a great controversy has
raged around Fort York in recent
months; the land it occupies is in the
direct path of the Frederlcl: G

. Gardiner Expressway.” -
" 'They, in a carefully ma.rruked :

carom play, Mr. Phillips announced

that the fort should be moved if the -
province of Ontario would pay half -

the cost. To no one's surprise the
premier of the province announced

-two .days later that the province

would pay half the cost.

" Fred Pulls Rug

And then, on Tuesday of this week,
Fred Gardiner pulled the rug. The
highway could be built around the
fort (and would be a somewhat

better highway, with flatter curves, -

because of it.) Not only that—when
Highway 400 is extended southerly

“through Toronto to the lakeshore in -

15 or 20 years, the interchange with
the Gardiner Expressway can also be
built to miss both the fort and the
graveyard.

Gardiner chan'gec[ his mind. Nate
Phillips refused to. “As I go around,”
the mayor said, "I find the per-
ponderance of public opinion is In
favor of moving the fort and the
cemetery.”

So they gave the mayor until
March 31 to convince the government

at Ottawa that it should break a
convenant ‘with the citv, writlen in
1909, which says Fort York must be
used for ils present purpose “forever.”

They gave Nate Phillips 1wo
months to prove thal—for no good
reason—forever should end in 18589.
If he fails, Fort York will stay where
it is.
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SAFE FOR {0 YEARS| B3 &

o g

Ceasefire

' The -battle ‘of Fort - York"is be. built westyof 'the’fort: If

over—for the- next 10 years,
anyway. . The ceasefire was
called yesterday when Metro
council - voted - 15-7 ~to- kill. a
proposal - to shift the ancient
fort to a lakeshore'site. ;
- Couneil, - following the lead
of ' .chairman Fred - Gardiner
vetoed ‘a Metro executive com-
mittee recommendation that the
city be' given until March 31 to
clear all " obstacles to moving
the fort. ' The recommendation
had passed the executive com-
mittee by a 4-3 vote.

| “Council's ~ decision has the
'effect of ending the Fort York
controversy—at least until 1969
when Highway 400 is extended
south - to meet the Gardiner
expressway. George - Grant,
Metro "roads commisSioner,
commented the best way to link
the two highways would .be an
interchange through the fort
grounds. He admitted, however,
that the interchange eould also

e
Gl
=
™

‘Fort York Bttle

‘Ends"

'\

necéssary. -+

., ‘ e . -'
- Mayor PEillips, in a hali-hour

speech “urging - the ;transfer. of
the: fort’to a new waterfront
site, recalled that Premier Frost
had called the present location .
a  “desecration.” : He . declared,

that a-majority“of Metro resi-*
dénts wanted the; fort moved.”{’

" Mr. Gardiner said that due to:
co-operation by Ontario Hydro
and the CPR, the expressway
can be “threaded through‘the’
eye of a needle” to miss both
the fort and Garrison cemetery.

Hc} said he changed his mind .
about moving the fort because
of the bitter opposition from-
the Associated Historical ie=:
ties, with a threat of litigation
that could tie up the express-.
way for two or three years. -

The . chairman _ argued . ther'
are too many projects cry
for Metro aid to get further .
involved in a controVersy when
the expressway can be satisfac-

torily built to miss the grounds. ,

The Toronto Daily Star, Jan. 31, 1959 -

The Toronto Daily Star, Feb. 3, 1959
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The Globe & Mail, Mar. 7, 1972

Historical

.-n"'

Board st

CLOBE

aaamﬁ‘" ifirercha ange _

twrough Fort York

e

Toronto Historieal Board
raised its battle flag over
Fort York yesterday and pre-

pared to fight City Hall over a
pmposed Front Street West
interchange with the Gardiner
Expressway.

The Front Street extension
west from the §1-billion Metro
Centre project .would cut
through the Garrison common
and separate Fort York from
the military cemetery.

The historical board served
notice that it will strongly op-
pose -construction of the inter-
change. “We have had var-
ious aitacks on the fort prop-

certy and they have been de-

feated oy the people of To-
ronto,” said A. D. Tush-
ingl;gm, -chairman of the

Board members recalled
during a special meeting

called to deal with the Front

Strect extension that in 1958
they were successful, with as-
sistance from other groups, in
having the Gardiner Express-
way re-desigred to avoid the
southwest corner of the fort.

“We don’t want another at-
tack,” the board chairman’
told members. Hamilton Cas-
sels Jr., board member, said
someone was trying to hit the
fart “below the belt.”

J. A. McGinnis, managin
director of the historica
board, said a city commiitee
wams- its officials to report
within two weeks on the pro-
posed Front Sireet extension.

The high level Front Street

xtenslon, as proposed, would
loom over the battlements to
York!*Mt. Tushingham said

or : m sa
it would have the effect of
tightening the highway noose
around the historic s te and
buildings.

Mr. McGinnis said the re-
port dealing with the roadway
extension came to his atten-
tion inadvertently after City
Council had accepted the

. Toute in principle. “City offi-

"

cmls made no attempt
communicate with board ofﬁ-
cials,” he said.

Mr. Tushingham said he is
not certain that City Council
wanted the historical board to
say anylhing. He said the
Front Street-Gardiner Ex-
gressway interchange should

be built west of Strachan Av-

enue. This would place it
across part of Exhibition
Park.

Alderman Thomas Wardle,
who is also the Conservative
MPP for Beaches-Woodbine
riding, tried to soothe the
board members by saying
that the extension would not
bz built for 10 years. He said
no details for the Metro
Centre development, including
road layout, have been exam-
ined by the city.

Mr. Tushingham pointed to

an cnlarged cutline of the
Front Street extension placed
before the board. "The Cily
Council hasn't repudiated this
route,” he declarcd. e sup-
gested that the board was not
moving too soon to object.

Mr. McGinnis said the west
entrance to the fort would be
destroyed.

"We must remind people
that we exist,”” Mr. Tush-
ingham said. He told the
board developers and govern-
ments are engaged in plan-
ning that could infringe upon
historic sites.

W. . J.- Beaupre, vice-chair-
man of .the board, said it was
awkward for board members,
when apppinted by City‘Coun-
cil, to oppose the policy of .
council.

Thomas Warrington,a
board member, said the fact
they are appointed to the
board by City Council should
not remove their ability to op-
pose the city on certain is-
Sues. -

“But we must do it in a
quiet way," argued Mr. Tush-
ingham. He added “if we
really want to  oppose the city
we can all resign.” '
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JOHN BARBER

TORO~NTD —
‘Fort York

e di~NnSS -
“defénders?

ey P s Y
I
| ambush ¢
s d b(C
devglapg
Al
. RESSED in tall paper
hats and armed wil
o wooden muskets, 200
schoolchildren charged
.cross the remains of Garrison
Common yesterday, driving their
.outnumbered opponents back in-
side the low stone walls of Fort
York. They were re-¢nacting the
Battle of York, when a force of 1,-
700 American troops over-
-whelmed the fort’s defendersand

-went on to burn down the village
-that later became Toronto.

apo loday.
Yesterday's re-cnactment was

spirited but, for reasons beyond
_1he combatants’ control, it was
less than historically accurate.
The real Americans battled along
the Lake Ontario shoreline, but
Fort York today is hundreds of
yards from the lake, and the creck
that once ran below its rampart

disappeared into a sewer lof
ugo. - ﬁ'q/

In 1813, there were np railway
tracks or concrete planis hem-
ming in the fort on either side,
there were no giant billboards ad-
vertising Asian clectronics rising
above it and there were no diescl
trucks droning along a six-lane

-expressway clevated 18 metres
itbove the licld of battle.

- The battle took place 181 years

The Globe & Mail, Apr. 26, 1994

Still. it was nice lo sce some-
“body actually using the belea-
guered old fort. Arguably the

most important historicsite in
Toronto, founded 201 yearsago
and the home of the oldest build-
ings in the city, Fort York today
is a forgotten redoubt in the in-
dustrial barrens, Most Toronto-
nians probably couldn’t find the
place with a map, and those who
.did might wonder why they ever
hothered. Military history bufTs
across the continent eite Fort
York as the perfect model of bot-
ched prescrvation. :

The fort’s bleak neighbour-
‘hood will change if the two cor-

porate titans that own most of the

their way. Molson Breweries and
'Lhe Weston family are eager to
rtransform it with new residential .
,and commercial development. - -

«city’s planning department has;

town district west of the financial

_core. a1
.. - City politicians ana !E quics-
_cent Toronto Historical Board

.|-approved previous versions of the

-plan without much debate. But - -

_.committee last weck; a cunning
ambush blew it to smithereens.
The ambush was organized by

[ hastily marshalled group of ir-

regulars who call themselves The
Friends of Fort York, and the -
weapon they used to such dev-
astating cffect was a simple
modecl. For the first time, the poli-
ticians actually saw a physical re-
presentation of the neighbour-
hood they werecreating. They
were shocked and refused to ap-

Jproveit,

Jand on its southern border have -

After four yearsof work, the - .

voffercd them a design that will re-
sultin the highest-density down- =

.whenitarrived at theland-use.

v -,

.+ “In this plan there are property
lines literally climbing the walls .

_afthe fort,” says Rollo Myers, a
professional model maker and
Jeader of the Friends. In his view,

" the proposed development trans-
“forms what should be a “proud
“monument” on a prominent site
“w—asitwasin 1813 —intoapit. -

i+ "Thisis the birthplace of the
city, it's not just some damned
-hectares in the middle of no-

.where,” he says. “It’s an impor-

| tant place.”

... The developers and the plan-
ners arc furious with Mr, Myers

- and his newly won political allies.

They question the accuracy of his

" model, they point oul the many
“fort-fricndly features of the plan

and they express contempt for

' politicians who complacently ap-

proved carlicr versions but now
vehemently oppose it. ]

. Mostofall, [ suspect, they're
angry that somebody noticed.

- That's just not traditional in
Toronto, a city that approved
construction of a slaughterhouse
right on top of the fort two wecks
“after acquiring the site in 1903,
The fort has been in such sad
shape lor so long, how much
worse could another wall of
buildings makeit? = " 1

.Mr. Myers and the Friends are
posing a different question: How
much better can we make it?

That's such a novel approach, it

descrves a hearing.

s e RS
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The Toronto Star, May 11, 1994

Reviving Fort York

Fort York, at the foot of Bathurst St., is our oldest remnant
from the past. Within its walls are buildings that date back to the
War of 1812 in which men died defending this city from American
invaders. Sadly, it is also our most neglected historical treasure.

Most people — residents or visitors — only have the vaguest
notion of its location, cut off as
it is by the Gardiner Express-
way to the south and the rail
lines to the north.

As a result, annual atten-
dance stands at a pathetic
40,000 — about 100 a day.
Kingston’s Fort Henry, in con-
- trast, gets four times as many

wisoel

Opportunity knocks, however. The fort’s main neighbors, Mol-
son and Wittington, owners of an abandoned brewery and an old
Loblaws warehouse, respectively, are pressing ahead with plans for
redevelopment. The combination of condos, offices and stores
would no doubt revitalize the area. _

The problem, in the eyes of a group called Friends of Fort
York, is that the development — including a new road that runs
through it — would overshadow the fort. The friends want more
parkland to give the fort more “breathing space.”

That would come at the expense of Wittington, which is al-
ready being asked to give up more than half its land for roads and
openspace.Understandahly,it‘srehmtanttogiveupme,atleast
not without compensation (which the city can’t afford). Wittington
has threatened to go to the Ontario Municipal Board, if pushed.

The city’s land use committee will consider these opposing
views at a meeting tomorrow.

There has to be room for compromise here. For example, is
the new road, Bremner Blvd., really necessary? If it is cut out, could
the fort get more elbow room, at no extra cost? e e

It is in everyone’s interest that the land around the fort,
derelict, be developed. It is also in everyone’s interest that the fort,
now moribund, be revived. &

A little leadership from city hall — not usually for
from the present mayor or the council — is what's called for.




The Toronto Star, May 13, 1994

Plan to build
near old fort
put on hold

By JANE ARMSTRONG
CITY HALL BUREAU

A planned redevelopment
Yoﬂ{h!;s been sent back to the drawing table mgﬁm tall

of the area surroun

Fort

overshadow the historic site.
The City of Toronto’s land use committee rejected the

plan after a four-hour meeting

developer a of
bent on

tens of millions of dollars.

buﬂda]a:ge supermarket on
the site, most of which sits un-

yesterday that pitted the
nate l:gtorlml advocates

around the 200-year-old fort.

“This is probably the greatest
historic site in the province”
said Bill Archer, a former city
councillor and member of the
Toronto Historical Board.

The original fort was built in
1793 to provide for the defence’”

der the Gardiner Expressway,  of the town's naval arsenal At-.
just west of Bathurst St tacked twice during the War of
Allan Leibel, the developer's 1812 by Americans troops, it!

Wyer, i was restored in 1934. H
that his client might appeal to John Mﬁs
saidthafombmmmd,

'Ihey(ﬂiemnmm)wast
ed a lot of taxpayers’ mnneyfcr

tracks.

Leibel said current plans call Sewell said it would be a
for a l6-hectare (four-acre)  crime to lose an opportunity to
fields” just south of the fort, that it must be done right.
which he said was sufficient to “Now that we are pay- -
But historical advocates were ha ot 1he .
adamant that the proposed de- Mmmmm&%
et Lo L

highrise _ the proposal be-
Sy o office buﬂc?ndus;ndoom cause of ‘Wittington’s threat to'
o dings andpe: ke the matter to the OMB.

destrian-level stores would
fence the fort in too tightly.
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